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Wednesday, September 5, 1973, at the Sheraton Bossier Inn, Bossier

o  PROCEEDINGS.
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. . . The Special Board Meeting of the Louisiana Wild Life

and Fisheries Commission convened at.10:00 o'clock a. m. on

City, Louisiana, Jimmie Thompson, presiding . . . .

PRESENT WERE:
JIMMIE THOMPSON
CLAY LUTTRELL
MARC DUPUY, JR.
DONALD WILLE

J. BURTON ANGELLE, DIRECTOR

MR. KENNETH SMITH

l.

like to first tell you how proud and pleased we are to be up here
and I'd like to introduce to you the members of our Commission that

are here and possibly in an apologetic manner, three members who are

Discussion of drawdown on Lake Bisteneau.

THE CHAIRMAN: We'll call the meeting to oxrder.

not.

Jones, who is our Chairman, Mr. Lloyd Autin, who is our Vice Chairman

and Mr. Doyle Berry, is not here.

I'm Jimmie Thompson. I'm substituting for Mr. Jerry

e

All three of these people are tied
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“up with the hurricane. In‘fact, Mr. Jones tells us this.morning
by telephone that there is a foot of water in the street in front
' of his house. I think that you could readily understand and wili
excuse tﬁem for not being present herevtoday. ‘They were most

- desirous of being here.

I'd like to take this opportunity tb introduce to you
our members that are here . On my extreme right, Mr. Marc Dupuy
from Marksville, Louisiana. We have next to him, Mr. Burt Angelle,
our most able Director. Mr. Clay Luttrell is on my left and we
have Qur‘newest member, he won't be a new person to you people in
this room but hé is to the group of us here. We are looking forward
to great things ffom Mr. Don Wille, who is sitting immediately
on the left. (clapping.)

| -At -this “time, I would 1ike~for'Mr.‘Angelle; if he will,
to introdﬁce t§ you the personnel of ;he ﬁild Life and Fiﬁheries
Commission so'ﬁhat if you have.ény questipns andiso forth you will
‘know who they are. Burt, would you do this_pléase?

MR. ANGELLE: Thank you, ‘Mr. Thompson. Good morning
ladies and gentlemen. Guess we are here to save your Lake Bis-
tineau’and these ‘are some of the people that will provide us the
information from the Wild Life and Fisheries.; |

Some of theAtéchnical people with us is the Assistant
Director, Mr. Dick Yancey. Dick, would you stand up. Mr. Bob
Kimball, District Supervisor, Game bivisiOn Disfrict I. Mr. Kenneth

. Smith, Chief of our Fish Division. Mr. Charlie Hoenke, Fisheries




Biologist, District I; Mr. Louis Richardson, Aquatic Biologist:

Mr. Bob Smothers, our Communications Technician:; and our two

.pilots, Mr. Leo Rodriguez and Mr. Nelson Summerall. These People

are at your disposal today and if at any time we can be of any
help and service to you please feel free tgwéall on us{ Jimmie,
that terminates the introduction of our personnel.

| MR. THOMPSON: Fine, Burt. I think it is well known
that the purpose of this meeting is the diséussion of the.drawdown
of Lake Bistineau. 1I'd like to in the beginning set out some of
the ground rules.that we'll try to play by here today. I think
that since the proponenﬁsidffa“hb'aradeWn?aré'thefOneS»who have

most vigorously requested this meeting'that we will hear from them

~first "and “the -opponents “can -come-‘back -behind -them. 1'd like to

say at ﬁhis time'too that anyone who.speaks will be reco?niZed

by the chair:v Come tO\thezmiérophone‘and*it is.most'important
that you give your name and whom you represeni, if you .represent
an organization or a group of people. We will not hear from people
on the floor; you will have to come to the microphone. We have
plenty of chairs in the back here if you will just come on in and
have a seat. Someone at the door, if‘you,happen to see any late
comers come in, if you will tell them this. Before we get into

the discussion, I'd . like to call én our new member, Mr. Don Wille,

who has a few words and remarks he would like to make. Don.



MR. DON WILLE: Thank you Mr. Chairman. I appreciate

it. We were“talking about the proponents of the Lake. We don't
want vou to stand up right noQ because I feel if we do, why -

we are going to have everyone in the room standing. We know
that we are here today to discuss Lake Bistineau. That is

the primary cause of our meeting3today.

First of all, before we get down to the business, Mr.

James Barksdale, who is the Administrative Assistant, City

"Coordinator, works about four different hands I understand down

‘at City Hall right now, is substituting for Mayor Cathey and he
would like tO welcome the Commission. This happens ‘to be ﬁhe‘first
meeting that we have eQer had in North Louisiana in the history
of the Wild Life and Fisheries. -So, Mr. Barksdale I would like
to turn it over to ybu; |

Mé. JAMES BARKSDALE: Thank you Don. On behalf of the
Mayor, the City Council and the people of Bossier City, we do
wish to extend our hearty greeﬁingsito the Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission for selecting our city to hold this meeting and to all
of you that have business today, we wish that they had brought
better weather from South Louisiana.ﬁith them when they came up
here. It is a great day for ducks so we.hope that you will enjoy
your stay with us and come béck to see us aéain. Thank you.

MR. WILLE: Thank you James. Mr. Chairman, I would like

to turn the meeting back over to you sir.



‘ THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you a lot. We certéinly
' appreciate‘tha£ warm:welcome; I do have to.make one correcgion ‘
to Don. We have'had meetings here before. Some very‘heated
meetings I might say. I remember when Mr. Fleming, I believe
it was, was here and we came at his request shortly after he
was.off the Board and boy, did he eat us up. He knew what he
was talking about. Suppose we go right into the discussion
now and I'll ask that anyone who would like to speak if you willt
raise your hand you will be recognized.
I would like to also say that because of the essence
of time we would like to not have any répetiﬁion if it.can be
so handled that way. Those who would'like'tb speak, if someone
*on‘the-proponentSMSidemwouidwraise~your'hand, we will call
you to the micrqphone at this time. Could I hold up one moment.
We have ‘Marc anuy,'our'mosﬁuable=attorney'and commission member,
has a few remarks to make .in reference to what we are here for
and in a little more depth. Marc, would you take the mike at
this time. |
Mﬁ . MARC DUPUY: Thank you, Jimmy. Ladies and gentle-
men. During the meeting of the Cbmmission in August the Board
considered récommendations of its biol§gists for a drawdown
of thé water leQels'of Lake Bistineau. Thé-agenda of the‘regular
meetings a#e published in advance by news media throughout the

state and the sole consideration for aur discussing Lake Bis-

tineau in August was what was best for Lake Bistineau.
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The Board considéred the recommendation; of the
biologists for a érawdown of 4 inches a day until 7 fee£ have
been withdrawn and a beginning date of Labor Day, or after
Labor Day. The purpose is first to retasd the growth of
underwater aquatics which cover in excess of twenty percent

- of tﬂe lake for improved usage of that portion of the Lake
throughout the remainder of the year.

Secondly, to take advantage of the loweredbwater
levels for the removal stumps in boat langs and areas of active
water travel for safety and, of course for more enjoyment of
the lake.

Thirdly, to'take advantage of'the lowered levels to
construct ‘a public boat launching ramp with “funds constituting
approximately 80% Dingell-Johnson federal monies that have
been budgeted by the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
for some time in the past.

And, fourthly, of course, to maintain a balanced fish
populgtion. Now, I don't recall'at the meeting of the Commission
in August any single person appearing before the CQmmission
eitﬁer for or against the proposed.drawdown. The biologists
recommendations appeared to be reasonable, logical and sound
and ﬁhe Commission vote@ uhanimously to Segin a drawaowﬁ and
to ﬁegin it on September 4. Now, I understand that the decision
may not have been a very pOpular one with some segments of the

sporting population and as Mr. Thompson has said this meeting

S
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h%s béeh called for purpoées of considering'a delay in
the beginning daté of‘the proposed drawdown. We would like
to have your views and we would like ﬁo listen to you first

~ and then we will have our biologists to reétaté for your
benefit the considerations and the factors that we took into
con;idération and the reasons why the Board acted in the
manner it did. So if you gentlemen are ready we will be
happy to hear from you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. That is most ably
stated and i think 100 per cent correct. Yes sir.

MR. BILL WILLIAMS: One question, sir. You stated
_ at-the meeting that no one appeared befére your committee the
daonf it's meeting. I have one guestion that I would like
to ask. Did the Commissioﬁ receive a telegram asking for
a delay’in the lowering éf the Lake.

THE CHAXRMAN: Not ‘to my knowledge. ‘Any of the
other members? Do you remember a telegram of that nature?
Marc? We have no recollection of it.

MR. WILLIAMS: We did wire them requestipg our....

v‘,'THE CHAIRMAN: We did receive the wire. This was
taken into consideration.

MR.'WILLIAMS: ﬁﬁt it did not get before the Com-
mission. 1Is this right?

THE CHAYRMAN: I don't remember,



* MR. WILLIAMS: This was the same request that was put
before the Commisgion last August when there was a contingent dow;'
there at that time so we felt that at least our Qishes were being
expressed by wire. And once again we also felt that we need some
representation from North Louisiana so that the people could have a
voice aown.fhere. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes sir. I might mention that Mr. Angelle

“tells me that and I do remember now that Kenneth or Mr. Williams,

possibly both, did say that we had correspondence from both sides.
Proponents and opponents for this. All right, the gentleman over

here. 1If you will come to the microphone p lease sir.

While he is coming to the mike let me tell you
this. - I see that we had a Iittle argumentive deal right here at
the beginning. Please bear i‘h mind'that;. we are up here, this group,
and I can speak I think for the entire group. We are here for one
purpose and fér one purpose only and that's wildlife and fisheries
and whatever it encompasses. We donft sit here in any other vein
than to pave the best for wildlife ahd fisheries.

MR. RALPH VEILLON: We thank you for your.coming up here
to hear oﬁr squabble this morning but how long, does it take.to |
realize a failure of the drawdown on Lake'BiStineau.'

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you state your name?

.MR. VEILLON: Ralph Veillon. We've gone through the draw-

" down on Lake Bistineau for eight years. It first started off on

a five-year project. They drew our lake down for five years. Our

e,
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moss has consistently gotten worse. They didn't draw it down last

year and our moss is in a better shape this year. We.get the

fish this year in spots we couldn't prior to that. The lowering
of the lake each yéar taking the water away just al1ows the moss
to sink to the bottom of the lake. Wﬁereby with the concentration
of the lake and the dews that fall on any swampy area still leaves
the banks of the lake moist whereby in the spring of the year the
moss returns just like it has in tﬁe years before the drawdown.b

We should be‘looking for instead of a drawdown or lowering the lake
and losing the fish, we should be looking for a solution with

some chemical company to kill the moss to eradicéte it for good.

Now we claim we've got fish in Arkansas that.

_eats the moss. Yet, we have been told that we don't want to try

that here for fear that they might get into the streams and get

down to the marsh and the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission don't

know what it would do to our marshes. Well, we are as concerned

over the marshes up here in North Louisiana as you afe in South"
Louisiana.. The main thing we want to do is to restock the lake
instead of the drawdowns ahd to come up here and give us something
instead of taking it .away for us. We are all in favor of leaving
the lake alone. Stopping the drawdowns on it. Thank you sir.

| 'THE'CHAIRMA&: Who would 1ike to be néxt.' I
knew we ﬁad a lady that was going to say something up.here. Look

like for a minute we had a meeting for one speech.
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- - MRS.-BRUMFIELD: We thank you évef.so much for
‘coming. I have two acres over on the east side of the lake. ;s
16ud as I taik, son, you don't'need a tape. But, névertheless
there are several questions in our minds for many of these draw-
down 'yearsbana I want £o ask them. I may not get an answer. Who
owns the'lahd under the water when the water goes out on thé draw-
down? Does the laké own it? Does the state own it? Does the
man‘who has property in front of it own it?
THE CHAIRMAN: I wouldn't be in a position'
to answer that atAtﬁis time. I do know that there is some litigation
probab;y in reference to this same question. I don't know that
answef. No mam, perhaps someone else does."We will ask them to
~answer'i£'at~a later -time., I think this -is aill in a quandry. We
had the same quand;y that- you are in.
. MRS. BRUMFIELD: Good. Then I want to know
when you answer the question as to who owns the land ‘under the
water, then I'll want to know who owns the cypress in it because there
has been thousands of yards of gravel gotten out of it. Every_year-
the water goes down,Athousands of feet of cypress every time it
goes down. 'qus the state get it or do the , individuals éet it
that have some political pull.
THE CHAIRMAN: 1I'll ans_wér. you as best és I
know how. And this is only by way of hearsay and I'm told and
I don't think the state gets any of the money in énswer to your
last question. I'm told that the land owners actually own the

bottom of the lake up to the Bayou that runs through it. Now I -

e
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don'; know the correct answer. Tﬁis is the wéy I hear it.

MRS. BRUMFIELD:~ I posted my property in
Bienville Parish Courthouse because I have 240 feet front,
two acres. They told me I didn't own 20 feet from my property
back to the water's edge. It was the median. From there 6n it
was state property. Now I want to know.

| THE CHAIRMAN: Well, I can't answer it.

Possibly, we can:find an answer for you. I don't know. Can
any one of our members here answer that. I don't think we can.
We'll skip over your answer. Maybe we can get some information
and send it to you, if we have your name. Do we have your
address. 3504 Lillian Street, Shrevepo?t, Louisiana  71109.
‘We'll try to get you some information on that. We might in the
meantime refer you to the Register of State Lands who could give
you thisvaﬂswgrf This would.ﬂefinitgly.éome under their jurisdiction.
I would rather get it from you all because it affects the lake.

flease bear this in miné. We are going to
vote. I1f we take a vote today, which I think we will, we're going
to vote for whatever we judge or weigh this thing to be the best
.for the lake and for the most of the people and all of the people.
Does that meet with your approvallall'right.

MR. CLAYTON CORNISH: I'm Clayton Cornish from
4516 South Fairway Drive, Shreveport, Louisiana. I have-a camp

on Bistineau on the east side about 300 yards from Toulon Bayou.

My brother-in-law and wife and I bought it in 1963. That year they

Seu
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let the 1ake~down and, of céurse, the next spring thé moss was
there. Then they missed it a year. We couldn't even get our
boat away from our boathouse which was 100 feet out iﬁ'the water.
The children we had down there couldn't even paddle their boats.
Now I admit that this year, which I didn't get to fish very

much, thére is very litﬁle moss but over the years I think we

are going to have to give consideration for the drawdown year
before last to whét we got this year. Mark my word, if we don't
draw the lake down at least séme of the time, we are going to
have‘moss;continuously all over the lake.

There is a place called Littlé Cypress Break just
beléw our camp, and for years you couldn't even get in there.
‘This year we couldlbut'last ﬁfear after the dra&down the moss
aid not go in there until about the latter part of July. Got to
whefe you couldn't get in. I'm not a biologist,.although I did
teach biology for 20 years. The childrén said I wasn't. I feel
that we need to héVe a drawdown. I know that these people that
have camps, When there is a drawdown they are a quarter of a mile
from the lake. I can see your point, but give us a chance.

Well, maybe this‘year we won't draw it down.
Next year I think that you will ask for Wild Life and Fisheries
to draw it down because we are going to havé'our moss come'back.
It always has., Now, I'm voting to draw it down. I'm sure that

I have several people in this audience here that want it drawn

down because of the fact that I think we have -enough fish in the

lake. Mr. Young said that we need to restock. I have a pier
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that runs out into.the lake 200 feet and I have seén as many
as ten thduéand little bass come right.beside our pier. I'A
“_not gqépg to tell you_where I live.‘ (laughter.) I should
havérﬁrought ny fish here that I céught right in front of my
camp. It's a 9 1b. 17 oz. No, it's a 4 lb. bass.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr. Luttrell seems
to know you fairly well. He says you played a pretty good game
of football in his day.

MR. LUTTRELL: He may ndt be a biologist,
ladies and gentlemen, but he throws a mean javelin, I'il tell
you.

THE CHAIRMAN: May wg‘ask just for the pro-
ponents at the present time. "We will come for the opponents
next, so if you are a proponent. Arxe you a proponent? All
right, sir. I might explain what I'm saying. A proponent of
what. Since this meeting was called to consider not drawing
it down, a propbnent of not drawing it down.

MAN IN AUDIENCE: The delay in drawing it
down or are we talking about a drawdown.

THE CHAIRMAN: We are really not talking
about anything. 'We are just talking about whatever comes out -
of this meeting. We are going to vote fof or against, wﬁether

it's delayed, drawdown, or raised 20 ft., I don't know. I can't

answer that question.

g
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. | » MR. JOHN REED: So you understand exactly
which side I'm on. I'm against drawing it down. I'm John

Reed. I live in Shreveport. I have a pfivate camp down on

" Bistineau that I have had for ten years. I fished Bistineau

for 20 or 25 years. I'm very much against a drawdown for the
reason that in front of my camp, which is on the main channel,

when the lake is lowered to whatever level it has been lowered

- the last few years the sediment in the lake settles to the

bottom and the water becomes‘very crystal clear. I can take
you down there and show you some grains of sand on the bottom.
When sunlight hits the earth and pieces of moss drop off some-
body's propéllef, it's goiﬁg to root and grow.

-Each year that it has drawn down in front
of my camp, which is right at the mouth of Brushy Bayou where
the lake turns there, each year that they lower it the moss
goes furthér'and further out into the lake. Now last year we
didn't.have a drawdown and as one of the gentlemen has previously
stated, I have been able to fish in some poékets and areas I
havenlt been in.a number of years. I%ve seen and I believe I'm
guessing a little bit but I fish every week down there. I've
just retired last week and I hope I can get to fish some more
down there, but I have seen more fingerling bass this spring
and this summer in Lake Bistineau than I have seen in many,

many years down there. I have caught more fish down there.

T
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The.constant lowering of it in my estimation only succeeds in
spreading‘the moss énd I-invite any of yqu.gentlemen at my
expense to come down to my . camp. If you draw the lake down
and after the water has been down for several.months the moss
appears to be dead. If you go out there and £ake ahold of it p
and pull it oﬁt of the ground and it has from 12 to 18 inch |
root structure. Very long threadlike: roots and all its doing
is just‘resting tﬁis winter so it can get a good start next
spring wﬁen you let the water baék in. Sé, I am very much opposed
to the drawdown of Lake Biétineau. Thank you.

MR. PAUL ﬁAGENS: ‘Mr. name is Paul Hagens.
I am a éamp owner and also happen to be a director of Lake
'Bistineaﬁ Imp:ovement‘Sogiety. The guestion I would like to
put forth and to put at rest something that has bugged us for
years in discussing the pros and cons of Bistineau and that is
the gravel situation and I think Mrs. Brﬁmfield was ‘hinting at
this when she was ﬁp here.

I, tob, am not a biologist, so I am not
going to argue the pros and cons of the biology of the lake but
for years the thing that has bugged many of us down there is
the possibility of private interests owning the mineral rights
in part of ‘the lake and applying political pressure for a non-

objective approach to the improvement of Lake Bistineau. I would

like for you, I think this would be an opportune time to do it
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for the record, to officially say that £o your knowiedge
this is not true. I mean I can go out and put this issue ﬁé
rest right now and fhen talk about the biology. |

| THE CHAIRMAN: O. K. I would liké to put
that issué to rest. I certainly would because this seems to bhe
a direct insinuation toward this Board and I can answer for |
myself énd I _think for the rest of the people of the Board
and I'11 let them answer if they so wish. I have never so much
as been in contact, spoken to, introduced to, talked to, know
of or even who it is that has one iota of gravel. I know
nothing;» I have had no political pressure. I haven't even
had a‘word from bur biologists in reference to gravel. I want
that crystal clear on my part ‘because -personally I, wll, I'll
ask anyone else on the Board if they would like to make any
comments on this.

MR. LUTTRELL:' Mr. Thompson, I would like
to say this that I am up in this didtrict quite a bit and last
night was the first time that I had heard of or knew that there
was any gravel in the bottom or that anyone was taking it out.
I‘ll state further as one Board Member, ,I'd like.to find out who
owns it and if it belongs to the state,_I think that we should
get something out of it or stop it and I prefer stopping it.

MR. DUPUY: I would like to éay very much

the same comments that until last night I knew of no gravel

problem. Matter of fact, until August of this year I never

" yrem——— - -
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khew'qf any problem at all with régard to Laké Bistineau and if
gravel is béing_taken £rom below the high water'mark of Lake «
Bistineau and it is state owned water bottoms then we will
determine if the.state owns it and if so, why gravel has been
‘taken. If it is under'private ownership, theﬁ that's a different
situation.

Same thing is true with regard to cypress
as,Mrs._Brumfield said. If the lake is privately owned or
portions of the lake are privately owned, then that's their
problem; private ownership is entitled. So long as it's state
‘owned water bottoms, we will do something -about that.

| TBE CHAIRMAN: I would like to say one thin

' while T have it on my mind and"éOme”riqht“baCR'tO’you. I probably
~have the longest longevity on this board at this meeting‘today and
at no time in my recollection have we ever issued a permit. And

any public oﬁned land you have to héve a permit to either wash
gravel, or whatever you do, or dreége or whatever, and to my
récollegtion there_has never been a permit. In fact, I know this,
issued to anyone on Lake Bistineau to mine gravel. ‘Excuse me,
“Don, I had to bring that out. |

MR. WILLE: The only thing that I wanted to
say is that three years ago, I wentfup to the lake when they

were getting ready to lower it and took bictures and approximately

three days before the lowering was to start they had already

built in the roads right up to the waters edge and had it all
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prepéred and ready to go and the day that the lake sﬁarted
goind gown -4 inchés_is the day they started dredging. I guafantee
ybu they are dredging gravel-out of Lake Bistineau. -"Gentlemen,
’ i A " what

I'm for stopping it. Of course, you know/my position is here
today. I think I stated that last night and I told you last
night that this was happening within the lake.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1I'm going to have to tell you
one thing. You really want fo stop drawing tﬁat lake down.
We have another gentleman. Glad to see Mr. Bonner coming in.
Incidentally, ‘the last meeting we had here Mr. Bonner was in
attendance and if you will remember, we had a Commission meeting.
Mr. Bonner. He remembers.

 MR. VINET: I'm Mr. Vinet. I live in

Shreveport. We also have property on Bistineau. In-1968 or 1969,
I made a record check of the records of Webster .Parish and found
that the property upon which.the gravel is being taken is owned
by the Bistineau Webster 0il and Gas Company. The prime mover
or owner of this Bistineau Webster 0il and Gas Company is Louis
Gottlieﬁ of Baton kouge. Loéis Gottlied in 1969 leased that
property to Gifford Hill for several thougand dollars for the
purpose of extracting gravel and sand from the pits. Of course,
Louis Gottliev also there is a clause you can read it, that states
that Louis Gottliev gets 15¢ per square yard of gravel and sand

removed from those pits.

Each year that the lake is lowered those cranes
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‘go into the bottom of those ﬁits because the water drains into
the bottom of those pits because the waﬁef drains into the léke.
which allows them to extract more and mine more of this material.
Now, I think the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission.is correct
saying that they'have'never-issued any licenses, etc.,vfor the
extraction of gravel and sand but they have no right to if there
is no reason for Louis Gottlieb to put their equipment into the
lake. If itis owned by Louis Gottlieb, and that's where the
lease came from Louis Gottlieb to Gifford Hill, this is just to
put the matter straight. Thank you, sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is all of record, I
undefstand in the‘courthouse.

“"MR. 'VINET: Courthouse in Webster Parish.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Who would like to
be next? The young lady in'ﬁhe back there.

- MRS . KORMAN: I;m Mrs. Korman. 791 Thor Street.

We appreciate you and, especially Mr. Wille. There are two or
three, well, I cou;d talk all day about Bistineau. We have had
our place about 16 years. I am a diehard fisherman at Bistineau.
1 don't believe in going to Toledo because our acc&mmodations and
our happiness has been there. And I would like for it to continue
to bevthere. But, it ruins our season when the nice weather comes
in the fall and we can't fish. We can't get out our place.

We have water on our dredged canals for a
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littile ways and then no water for a nuﬁber of yards. It's too
dangerous to go out because of the stumps and there ;s no waf-of
an individual coming in there and I don't want a cohmercial or
any other pefson coming into our area, dredging or doing anything
for us. We can take care of oﬁr own situation and we are not
asking that‘but we are asking that we can have some pleasure to.
fish during the fall months because it gets pretty hot up here
in the summer. Then our .fall fishing, our school bass éome in and
our stripes. Most fun I ever had on Bistineau was during the
Thanksgiving Holidays at one time and I got iﬁto thosevstripes one
day and believe me, I'm living for the day when I can do it again.
Now, there are two or three questions thgt
i~wouid like to -ask. The last two or three weeks that I have
.caught brim, they‘are full cof eggs. What happens to their eggs
if you lower this lake at this time. .Or, do we have -a chance
that these fish, the little eggs can hatch and produce these
for next years fish. All right now that's number one. And, you
keep talking about lowering the lake year before last has helped
our mosé'situation. 1 don't believe you. I disagree. Sixteen
years we have watched this. I think the réal reason that our
moss situation has been better this 'year is because of the rainy:
season that we had all spring. ‘It has kept the sun from coming
out on our lake and on our moss to produce a good crop of moss
that we have had from last rainy season. All right, number two.

Well, number three. I guess I have already covered about the

good weather and the fall fishing. We would like for you to

- - - T m— R ———
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conéidér'us.because we are pretty tired of having just a few

weeks to'ehjoy our pleasures. I have a little girl and we

have to ski them during the summer months when the weather

can go for swimming and all this and I like to get my fall

. fishing in and I'd appreciate it. Thank you. | ~;

THE CHAIRMAN: I certainly like to see these

lady fishermen.~ They sure add something to any lake. Who

would like to be next? I think I see a hand. Yes, mam. I might
say too that Kenneth Smith; I know i see you taking notes and
Kenneth Smith will try to answer some of these technical questions“
that are presented when ‘he comes to the microphone. Kenneth bhe
sure and make notes of these,

MRS. ELEANOR GANZY: 1I'm Eleanor Ganzy at
203 Pennsylvania. I think we are fortunate to have a, lake
as beautiful as Lake Bistineéu SO clése to Shreveport. We can
be fishing in Lake Bistineau when other people are still driving.
I would like to ask if there has been any study of any correlation
between the drawdowns and what it is doing to the cypress trees,
It seems to me that the cypress trees have been dying faster
since the drawdown has béen started and I;think that one of the
things that make Bistineau so beautiful are the lovely woods
in the lake. I think they should be taken into consideration
and I think I would like to ask that a study be made of what
this raising and lowering of the lake is doing to the cypress trees.

Thank you.
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.o , THE CHAIRMAN: I would sgrmise and this
is just supposifion on my part, that this would probably ha;é
to come from the Forestry Division. This wouid be more in their
line ana, however, if it does fit into our category, we'll see
if we can't do'something about giving you some information
or maybe some of 6ur people can answer this. Who would like
to be next? No more proponents. |

MR. BILL WILLIAMS: Mr. Chairman, my name
is Bill Williams and I have long been a part of the Lake
Bistineau Improvement Association. I, too, own a place down on
Lake Bistineau and over the last couple of years we have formed
an organization to improve the lake and we start éaying impfove
‘the~makewandethis-covers«aamultigpde.of things. I'd like to
express my appreciation to you pepple coming up here ?nd having
a sympathetic ear.

I wish I had brought é few things that I
probably could have presented you which may give you a better
feeling. When we first started out we circulated a petition which
simply‘asked'for various improvements in the lake. I have in
my files quite a few 1ettersvfr0m,people’} primarily retired
people, people that had perhapé sold their town property and
moved to the lake. This was érior to these successive drawdowns
‘and you would be surprised at the sentiment of these people.

When you take a lake and take it completely out of circulation




for six months, and when I say completely I venture to say '
that only 20 ber cent of the'people can get into the lake

and then I think théy arevin agreement that only a small
horsepower engine to push you around is the best you can do.
The lake is just absolutely out of commission from the initial
draﬁaown thch has been just customarily after Labor Day until
January 15. Then we have the moﬁths of February; March and
perhaps in April we begin to-gét-a little use of thevlake due
to the weather and the rainy season filling it up. So we are
talking about a tremendous investment by the State itself and
by the property owners for ‘a utilization of a recreational and

a commercial-tyre piece of property in May, June, July and

-August. .JIt's.been.a poor investment . .for just that kind of wuse.

Now, we have-somé authorities that tell us
that there is no réal factual ‘information that -drawdowns or
leaving the lake ﬁp really has any affect 6n the aquatic growth.
By the same token, we realizg that we are facing a soon-to-be
dead lake. We've got to come up.with some answers - Wild Life
and Fiéheries has; We had a meeting with the Parks and Recreation
people trying to secure a location to do;some experimenting.

They were so involved in their builéing a bigger and better place
on the lake and I don't think we ever did understand that perhaps

in ten years there won't even be a lake. The biologists that

we have talked to tell us that quite conceivably the whole bottom

-
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of the lake will come to the top and allfyour fish are ‘dead

. and the whole thing goes down the drain, so whatever we decide

here today is going to be a temporary measure and the answer

is still way down the line. Now; I would like to clarify one
thing, please. Are we talking about; is this meeting concerned
with the public boat ramp as expenditures of'money at this pqint?
Do you want to discuss this? 1Is this primarily the --,

THE CHAIRMAN: No sir. I don't think that
has anything to do with it other than the fact that if a drawdown
is considered it would be the time to ,put the boat ramps in
with the water down. Mr. Wille?

MR, WILLE: Yes. At the time, if we do have
a‘drawdown“at"th%t time;'I promise you that I will be down at
the Commission trying to do something about this public program.
I think that we can discuss that at that—timé.

MR, BILL WILLIAMS: The Association can go
on record as being against any publié funds being spent for
public boat ramps_when the money is needed very desparetly for
other things.

THE CHAIRMAN: Who woﬁld like to be next?

I see someone way back there. We will ' switch probably shortly
to the opponents if we--., You are an opponent? Do we have any
more who are for leaving the water up. This gentleman here.

You can be next sir.
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s | MR, RAY McGRAW: I'm Ray McGraw and I'm also‘
a member of the Lake Bistineau Improvement Association. A 16£
of people don't realize that Lake Bistineau at one time was fed
by Red River, that was-the secret of all the fishing infLake
Bistineau. Every 5, 7, 6, 3 years the river would rise, they
would come into the lake but since we've gbt -- the rest of them,
that has not happened. One reason is the way the dam is con- |
structed; it's straight down. In the spring of the year if the
river does cOmé up into Loggy Baybu and the lake is coming over
the spillway which most lakes have a sloping spillway, the fish
aré‘naturally going to come up so that's one point people havén't
realized that the stocking of Lake Bistineau has been the secret
1of“Red;River'a11<these“years. | |

| | THE CHAIRMAN: .There is no questio? about

that. You probably got some water this year,.did you not, from
the river. I don‘t know did you? Three times you did get water.
 The gentleman right here.

MR. JACK WILDER: My name is Jack Wilder. I'm
fromiShreveport, 420 West 69th Street. I'm not like some of
these other gentlemen here that have prbpeity out on the lake
but I do have a houseboat out there and I enjoy being néxt to
my family and many friends. We go out there every year and almost
every weekend and I've been out there now with my houseboat for

ten years and I've never seen the moss so bad as what it has been.

This past winter and spring I couldn't get my houseboat out
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there without stopping and getting the moss out of around
my motor and mf,motor clamps.

All right, I want to ask the biologists one
question. Now, what has happened out there. Certainly it isn't
the lake. The moss is’back; laying flat on the bottom and ié
rotting. You_één hang your hook into it and bring it up and
ﬁhe moss stinks: It's rotten. I want to ask Kenneth now what
is‘causing the moss to die. My estimation is on account of
so much water this year and muddy water and like.we said before,
very little sunlight during the rainly part just killed that
'moss;' Not lowering the lake has killed it. Thank you;‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you sir. Gentleman

-“back here by the -camera.

MR. ROBIN McCAULLEY: My name is Robin

McCauliey and I've been on Bistineau approximately 22 years.

I was there before the moss and when the moss got 'started and

all t his drawdown bit and we had no moss on Bistineau until here

~about 15 years ago, 12 to 15 years ago when they lowered the lake

in the pretense of repairing the gates. The contractor himself

is a personal friend of mine and he had to put a culvert down in

front of the gates to work on and he told people this before they
drawed the lake down and ever since then we've had a2 moss

problem. In my Opinioﬁ, that's when it got started.

+

27



il

Of course, I went to Bistineau as a privéfe
camp owner and ‘as the lake grew I decided.tq get into the
commercial camp business. ‘I am now back working for a living
like most people on Bistineau and there have been several camps,
that at one time, large camps.that have closed down in the»last
5 or 6 years and if things go right next year or year after-I"
don't‘know when I'll finish paying off my note that I made when
I went in business. There is no question in my mind, I mean
I've been there. I've lived there continuously for the last
22 years when they draw this lake down you ce&n catch fish. 1In

fact, they actually slaughter them in a sense because when a man

,goesmoﬁththerelhe.can catch .a boatload but I think anybddy with

a reaéonabie amount of intelligence kﬁows if you take two thirds

of the water oﬁt of Bistineau ybu;ére4going to draw those fish

to a concentrated area that anybody can catch them with a dip net
practicaily. As far as what the ‘man is talking about today on down
there this is something I don't know whether the biologists or
wild Life and,Fishéries or who had anything to do with it, the

gates that were put in down there at the dam, we're going to have

salmon up here and that's what it would take to get in the fish

landings that they built on Bistineau. I think that.they themselves,

I don't know of any of you people, but I have been to meetings
where they admit that they have made mistakes and I think the

lowering of Bistineau is one of the biggest they have ever made.
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I have been to meetings tﬁe';ast 12 to 15
years on Bistineau and, in fact, this is the first one I have
attended in s;veral years because I gave up. We went to our
senators and our represenﬁatives. Like I say, we can't do
anything about it. Yet you people, I won't say you people, I

'mean back when I attended some of‘thesé other meetinés; 1'11

" let you people.that will represent'you down here and do somethiﬁg
for you. You go to tﬁe people that you elect and they say our

hands’are tied. We can't do anything about it and this is the

kind of stuff that I say I quit for about 6 or 7 years agb-and this
is the first meeting I have atfended-since. Thank yoﬁ.

MR. PAT MADDEN: I'm Pat Madden and I live
in Shreveport but I've had a camp on Bistineau for about 5 years
and when I first started fiﬁhing.down‘there, you could hardley
" see the i&ly pads. They were way out in the lake and now I
can't even get out of the boat row. But, two weeks ago, two
men came down and sprayed something on them and it's killing
them and I want to-:know what it is because I want to get me
ome of it. (laughter) Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank’'you. In the back there.
Don, you would like to say something.

MR, WILLE: I would just like to say one

thing that we have proponents and we have opponents here of the
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lake but just ;o give the Commission an idea of how manylpeople
we héQe agéinsg lowering of Lake Bistineau I wish that all that
were égainst it would stand up.

MR. LUTTRELL: Seems to be a large amount.
I'd like to seé'the'other side.

MR. WILLE: Let's see the other side.

FROM THE FLOOR; We're outnumbered men.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. We have .a gentle-
man here.

| MR. WiLEE: Excuse me. This is what we are

primarily interested in today. I know that we are té discuss and
I am going to make a motion to the Board very shortly. We want
to hear everybody's side and views on this thing. I'm'goiﬁg to
make a motion to the Board that we delay lowering of Lake
Bistineau for 45 days. This is my... |

THE CHAIRMA&: Let's... All right, go ahead.

MR. GERALD CAULFIELD: Mine will be very
short. ‘My name is Gerald Cgulfield of Shreveport. I have no

axes to grind. I‘'m not a property owner., I've just been using

‘the lake and enjoying it for about 20 yeafs, from one end to the

other and for all purposes from water skiing to diwving, bass
fishing. 1I've enjoyed it and I've heard all sorts of arguments
for lowering the lake. I think the first one I have ever heard

was the vegetation around the edge of the lake grows better and
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would be better for the ducks cause it would be more duck feed

and now we have gone full circie and are feady to kill the moss

by lowering it: I just wanted to represent the people Qho are

not property owners, just simply users of thé lake, asking you

to think about us folks who just have a limited number of years

on‘tﬁis‘eérth. Don't deprive us the use of this wonderful lake.
THE CHAIRMAN: There is some adage ébout

every day spent fishing is added to your life so I guess‘the

best think you canldo is just fish every day and you will be

here from now on. Who would like to be next? I ask that we do

try to speedvthis up a little bit. I see we are approaching the

hour of twelve but I think we will just go right on through if

you will bear with us ana’ﬁear'both sides and try to make some

type of a decisién. |

) MR. JIMMY SAUVIER: My name is Jimmy Sauvief.

I live in Bossier City, Louisiana and own some property down

on the lake. I acquired this about 5% years ago in the hopes

of probably building a home down there. 6f course, they didn't

have the drawdowns started then but I know one thing, I'm not

a wafer skier and I'm not a pole fishérman but I'm a bass

fisherman and a damn good one. I've go£ plenty of bass in Bistineau

#n years past. I started fishing in Bistiﬁeau in 1952, off and

on until I retired from the Service. Now in the last few years

since they started the drawdown in the lake, bass fishing has

gotten rougher. 1It's a known fact that bass only live in 5%

o,



of the lake. They don't live all over the lake but the area-
I'm talking about is just below Mrs. Madden's place. There are
so many lily pads down there you can’‘t move a boat. There is

so much moss you can't even get out. I could start years ago

at my place and go down 200Ayards or maybe 300 yards. and have

8 or 10 bass of good size. Today, I can't even move my boat
through that place for the lily pads.
All I'm saying is Lake Bistineau is a state

lake. It belongs to the people. It belongs to us. We are the

state and we feel that something ought to be done to'take care

of all of £he people. I'm not Saying the people that make a
living off the lake, they should do that too, but we should

take into consideration the people that have built homes down
there; bui}t camps for their children to enjoy the lake. But
the way it is géing now, we are not going to have anything left.
And nobody can tell me, you can talk about’ a million fingerlings
running here and there but if you are not catching the 3 or 4 1b.
bass like you used to, there is something wrong in the lake and

since they brought down the lake, there's more moss all over the

»

"place and you can't get in the areas that you need to fish.

Now you take people they spend two thousand

dollars for a boat rig, $200 for a tackle box, these people with
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their ski rigs, they can't go out in winter. A man puts out a lot
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of invéstment when he starts to retire, he puts a couple or>f
three thouéand dollars in this stuff. He wants to enjoy it.
Like the man Qgid, we don't have much timé on this earth so
let's get with it. Take cére of the lake and let the people
engoy what we've got. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Next. I don't see any other
hands. All rigﬁt. You've had a chance, we'll come back to you.
If you have a rebuttal we'll save it until afterward.

MR. JERRY MARTIN: I'm Jerry Martin,
President of the Aqua Cats Water Ski Club that ski on Lake
Bistineau. I don't have very muéﬁ to say for the skiers on the
lake. We‘vevenjoyed the lake for a long time. We ski down
there about 10 years and, of course, conditions have gotten
worse as has been mentioned. This year, we took the think in
our owﬁ'héhds on our lot and we used Ortho Aqua Weed that we put
in our érea down there and it worked. It killed the moss. This
is one treatment that we put in. Ihe stuff is expensive though.
It's about $50 an acre is what it costs to use the stuff and it
was effectivé and we were supposed to put out the second treatment
of it and we didn't get the second treatmént out because we
heard that they were going to lower the lakes so we said, well,
why spend our money because.we knew the stuff was going to dbe

back next year.
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But my main concern is all the money that's
spent deveioping lakes around the country, building the lakes.
Have there bee; any studies into ‘this area using chemical to
kill the lake? Now this séuff we put out says on the label that
it will not harm fish and I know right in our imﬁediate area,
people are still catching brim off our pier after we put the
stuff out. Thefe were also some ducks déwn there.

Soﬁe man had some wild ducks penned up, raising
them in the same area that we put this stuff out int. It did not
harm the ducks. We asked him if it hurt the ducks and it
didn't hurt the ducks and the only thing that this stuff is, they
say on the label, to not get it on your skin. You have to stay
out of the lake for about 4 or 5 days after it is put out but
it will kill it. We have seen thefbdttom for thé first time.

I don't kn;w how many years it has been since we have seen the
" bottom in our area and we can see it now and people can get in
and out of the boathouses. That is the answer for it. Now
whether or not theimoney is available, I don't knoQ about that.
Thank you.

THE CHAJRMAN: I think I can probably answer
the question in geperality. Most every chemical that I know of
and I know that there has been lots of grants to L.S.U. and other

colleges to work on a chemical problem to solve our grass
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pré%lem._ Theré are’many chemigai§ availab1e today that do just
as this géntleman spoke of. They do an éxcellent job. The
fallacy of thé whole thing is that no chemical company has to
this date that I know of been able to come up with an economical
chemical. Tht's the problem. There are many chemicals that
.Qould ;do it. That would be the ideal situation but from an
economy standp&int they are impracfical at this time and have
been but there is tremendous amounts of work being done on this.
Can you imagine the chemical company that does come up with
an economical chemical‘thaf will kill these grasses. They are
going to'maké millions. Did you want to rebuttal that? You
can stay here. We have your name on recoxrd.

- THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. I believe we had
“better get over to the opponents side. I think we have about
run out o% proponents, so if we haye some oéponents who would
like to speak at this time. Yés sir.

MR. C. O. HOLLAND: Mr; Chairman, I want to
tell you folks that I know exactly how Daniel felt when he
found himself in a lion's den. I happen to have been a member
of the Lake Bistineau State Game and Fish Commission when it
was established back in 1932. I was a member of the Commission
when the fi?st section of the dam was built in 1934. It was

not until 1941 that the first spillway was built on Lake Bistineau

and the level of the water was raised four feet. 1In 1951 the
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dam was rebuilt witﬁ a highway c¢rossing it. A concreté spill-
‘way was bgilt and the water level was raised again approximately
4 ft. Lake Bistineau today is 8 feet deeper than it was when
it was first built in 1934. Mr. Dupuy I think if you will look
at the record you will discover that the State of Louisiana did
not .acquire any land when Lake Bistineau was constructed.

The legislature authorized the Commission
to take forage rights over the lands in the lake bottom. Those
who conceded or granted forage rights over land were excused
from having to pay any tax on that property even though they
retaiﬁed all of the mineral rights on the property. Lake
Bistineau is a beautiful lake as has'been.stated here and it is
not my purpose to make a long talk but I have been associated
with the lake sihce‘1934. I was there in New Orleans when Bob
Maestri gave us the authority to let a contract or call for bids
to build the first.section of the dam. It was done in September
of 1934. I have lived and fished on Lake Bistineau almost
continuously since that time. The lake is different from many
lakes in that there is an enormous part of the lake bottom or
the lake where the water is very sHallow.' You can almost draw
a line where Webster Parish touches Bienville on the east and
Bossier on the west side of the lake, From.that line north, there

was some six or seven thousand acres of water land, or land flooded
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by ;ater. Now, there are some omey friends here this morning'
who say thét thé fluctuation of the water has not éccomblished
anything on Léie Bistineau.

I must_disagree with them because IAhave
seen what has happened out.fhere. We have a growth on the
water that we call duck weed. I don't know what the scientific
name of the plaht is but one thing that fluctuating the water
has done and that was to eliminate the duck weed in the shallow
part of the lake. It was not lowered this past year and we have
more duck weed on Lake Bistineau today. I fished there yesterday.
I at one time said I was the best bass fisherman on Lake Bistineau
and I surrendered that title but not my interest‘in the sport.

Lake Bistineau is a beautiful lake but the
shallow end of the lake is made almost absolutely useless by duck
weed if ngt by'the water vegetationlundexneafh; I mean stuff
that will grow in up to 10 feet of water and when we do not
fluctuate the lake in the salt works area it is almost impossible
for‘yeu,tvoperate a motor and your £ishing is very restricted.
Fluctuating the water did eliminate the duck weed in the shallow
- sections of the lake. Now, we hear our people in the south end
of the lake complaining about an ever increasing amount of moss.
That's not the result of the fluctuating of the water. It is

a natural encroachment that would come in time and the fluctuation

of the water had nothing to do with that because the current carries

the seed and the plant on down towards the dam and that's why

you are getting more moss.
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‘Now, we folkélﬁho have so much mbss have
" not loaded'our boats with moss and hold it down there. It got
there by naﬁufél means. I know from personal experience and,'
you have too, one of ﬁhe men referred to it here a minute ago.
The growth of the moss is a ..I don't believe you can predict it.
I don't believe you can explain it. There will be sections of
the lake today fhat'are so full of moss that you can't fish thefe.
You can't run a motorboat. Next year that same  identical spot
may ﬁave very little moss in it and all of you have had that
experience. Now the problem is this. We realize the majority
of the people here, an overwhelming percentage of the people
who are here, with a few exceptions, are érimarily interested in
thé skiing on the lake. We have no objection to the skiers. That's
what the lake is built for, for the use by the people.

| ) Mr. Dupuy, while it comes to my mind, I think
the Louisiana Supreme Court has held on numerous occasions that
to own land on the lake bottom or to own land on the lake shore
does not give the proprietor any proprietary rights to the lands
under the water. The land belonged to the people when the lake
- was built and still belongs to those people. The lake, the state
did not acquire any land whatsoever. It only asks for forage
rights. It didn't get it from everybody. It just went ahead
and built a dam anyhow. We, in Webster Parish, are the victims

of living at the shallow end of the lake from Shreveport. On



39

souéh the Qater is deeper on average than it is from there )
north and it is the north section of the lake that is so baaly
infested withﬂihe water plants and we are the victims; Now,

I am ndt.

Howard Davenport was the contractor that
did the repair work and he said he might back down. I was
sitting by him.A He's the man that did the repair work on the
dam, the gates in 1960. We had a five-year program and we have
had-in my judgement far better fishing. A lake that was much
more navigable as a result of the fluctuation of the water
instead of having it remain at é constant height. Now we have
had an unusual year this year because we pave had the heaviest
winter rains than we have had in many a year.

Now then for that so called fish ladder that
was built.ﬁhen_Bob Kennon was Governor of the .State of Louisiana.
They spent $12,000 building it. They could have had a bonfire
in the middle of the water and did a lot more good with the
money than what they did. As my friend, J. B. Williams, says
the plans were drawn by a little engineer with long ﬂair and a
lot of mustache sitting on a high stool tﬁat never caught a fish
in his life and that's about right because if the ladder is
absolutely worthless and useless we need something there that

will allow the fish to come up when the water overflows the

spillway and we do not have it at the present time. We have some
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fisﬂ iﬁ Bistineau this summer that came in with the high water
last year énd the fishing has been better for bass. Yesterday
my friend and.; went down there. We caught seven of them and they
weighed about 12 pounds. .That's a pretty good average per fish.

But.the duck weed is beginning to take over
~the northern part-of the lake. The norther third or six or eight
thqgsaﬁd acres énd Mf. Chairman, all we are here for, Ikﬁ a
member of'the Board of Directors of the Webster Wildlife and
Spoftsman's Club, Iﬂc. The President is here. Mr. Patterson,
will you stand up? Here he is, right over here. He's President;
of thét Club. We're not here fighting or opposing. We are just .
asking the Commission to leave this matter in the hands of the
men who spent their life in getting ready to know what to do
with this kind of situation. They have studies this thing.

They know‘@hat it is all about. You will be told later how much.
I was told at a meeting the other evening about our club. We
meet evefy month. The growth in the lake this year is 60% more
than it was the year hefore the water was lowered. Now, that

is a biologiét‘s statement to us. All we are asking the
Commission to do is to follow the recommehdations of its trained,
hired personnel who have no axes to grind. All they are trying
to do is to make the lake most useful and usable for all of thg

people. Now that's their objective and all we are here for is

to support their stand. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: One moment, sir. We need your
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name, please sir.
| MR. é.’o. HOLIAND: O©Oh, yes, I forgot‘to

tell you. I'm C. O. Holland énd I live in a town that's a liftle
closer éo Heaven than any other place on earth. I live in Minden.

THE CHAIRMAN: Who will be next, please.
-Yes, sir. I have one ahead of you.

MR. CECIL W. HUTTOW: I'm Cecil W. Huttow,
President‘of the‘Caddo wildlife Association. We have always been
guided by the recommendations of the biologists and Commission
staff, gechnicians and the Commission in following their own
peogle who are trained in ﬁhis~work much more than we are and
Qe support them now in their stand on the'ﬁanagement of Lake
Bistineau. Research and wildlife énd fisheries management is an
extended term of several years and in past some of these programs
that they have instituted has been halted and delayéd to such an
extent that the end result has not been obtained. I would like
to reiterate that the Caddo Wildlife Association supports the
Commission and their biologists in their management of Lake
Bistineau and support them throughout the entire program that they
set forth to go even over the entire number of years that they
recommend. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: The gentleman here on the right.

PROFESSOR McDONALD: My name is Professor

McDonald and I'm from Minden too. That place close to Heaven

but I've really caught hell over there the last ten or fifteen
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yéars. I'was the last Lake.Commissionex, Chaifmaq'of the last
.Lake'Commissioq ﬁhat'was in existence. I didn't wanf to take

the job and. I wénted to get'out of it the day after I took it
.bécause it is a hot rock. But, thére are some things. Patterson,
you goiﬁg to come up here next? Is Pat Patterson here? Good.

I had some good fellows on the Commission
with me and we wanted advice‘what to do. Well, there is only one
thing to do and that is to call on the Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission and I'll tell you what. Even though we had a Lake
Commission, the law stated that the Lake Commission was under
the supervision of the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission. Now
the parishes had a little job. They could and did nominate a
commissioner but the commissioner had to be o.k.'d by the Wild
Life and Fisheries Commission and they didn't have to take that
man if they didn't want to. That's the law. So, we asked the
lake commissioners to draw up some plans for the improvement-of
Lake Bistiﬁeau and I'd like to just ask a question. Who has the
authority to do any improving on Lake Bistineau othe than the
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission.

That's an idea for yoﬁ to think about and
another little thing I want to tear up is about the gravel business.
The gravel business and where Lake Bistineaﬁ begins. Lake
Bistineau begins at the highway bridge on 0ld Highway 80 according

to law and the law stated that the state gives by an act of the
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legislature on July 30 when it was signed by the Governor all
lands between the high water marks on either side of Lake
Bistineau to the Lake Commission at that time. That includes

the .high water mark. Now most of you fellows have got places

‘down on Bistineau that have been flooded, haven't you? The land

belongs to the State of Louisiana. The drawback on that gravel
suéinessis the gravel is treated as a mineral and the state
reserves the riéht to sell leases on the minerals under Lake
Bistineau. We did have authority to regulate any machinery or
drilling or pipelines that went across Lake Bistineau which is in
the hands of the Wild Life and Fisheries now because the last law
didn't do away with Act 42 or 64, it only‘abblished the iake
Commission and I'll tel; you why that was.

. I might have made a big mistake but the
reason why we thought that was the best thing was because there
was three parishes that wouldn't let the Commission do a dang
thing. Everything they did on Bistineau was counteracted or
not agreed to by one of the parishes and they had no more authority
on Lake Bistineau than anybody else. They assumed the authority.
That'sbhard to say but it is a fact.. Now ;e had an agreement.
We didn't have any agreement with Gifford Hill on the gravel
business below the IC Railroad and the IC Railroad owns some

land through there. It does not belong. The state gave that to them,

see. There's no way in the world to keep them from digging gravel
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exc;pt in the channel. " We had an agreement with B:aswellf‘ We
ha@ agreemént with Gifford Hill that they could dig within so.
many feet of the channel and that's all. They couldn't let
the muddy water get in there. I'llladmiﬁ that there has been
some gravel dug on the east side over there right east of the salt
works area and lot of that water goes into.Bistineau muddy and
should be stopped.
| But, my idea was this.when I wanted the
Lake Commission abolished was to get Bistineau in éhe hands of
who has the final say so before the Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission and let them iﬁprove Bistineau if they could. Because
as some man stated a shoft time ago if we don't do something with
Bistineau in the next few years\we are going to lose.and 1 would
like to say something to the lady who wondered what happened to |
the cedars-or what's happening to the cypress on Bistineau.
Cypress do not have very deep roots in the ground and the constant
rolling of the water and the.c‘.reation of bigger waves on the water
washes those trees and some of them will turn over. That's a
fact. You caﬁ laugh about that if you want to but it's the truth.
I know every inch.of Lake .Bistineau almost. If you leave it to
a popular vote, you'll never get anything done on Bistineau.
THE CHAIRMAN: Would ybu like to be next?
I won't ask you to restrict youf comments because certainly the

proponents will want the same. We are running past the lunch hour.

‘We will stay here as long as you will but if you can speed it up,

I think it would be of most interest to the group.
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MR. J. E. PATTERSON: ‘I}m~J. E. Patterson,.
President oé the Webster Wildlife and Sportsmen's Club. I came
here at the request of an able Representative, Honorable Harmon
Déew and the members of thé Club. They all wish that I would
convey to you that it is their desire to follow the recommendations
of thé Commission as it now stands to lower Bistineau starting
immediately.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you sir. Who would like
to be next? Do we have anyone else? The gentelmén in the back.

ﬁR.-J. A. PEﬁNINGER: Mr. Chairman, my name
is J. A. Penninger and I live at 615 Rutherford Sfreeqih Shreveport.
I'm part owner of a small tract of land on the east side of Lake
Bistineau about a half mile north of the south boundary of
Shreveport Pénd and I'm here to say that persona;ly my fishing
is better in the spring and in the summer and in the winter because
I believe that the drawdown is bgneficial to the destrowying of
the uﬁderWéter grasses, mosses and what have you on the lake.
That is the primary reason that I am here. I would like to see
the wWild Life.and Fisheries Commission continue to drawdown the
lake in the way that they see fit. One other thing that I would
like to say in answer to the lady with’the broblem of the 20 feet
median. I think that is only on establishment by the state when
they measured the lake and the difference of the 20 feet is betweén

the high point of the water and the low point of the water and

the state has no claim on it other than the fact that they will
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be able to maintéih~that 20 feeﬁybetween the high level and'.
the low level of the impoundment of the lake.
I am not an attoéney but I believe that Mr

Jeaneretté who came up here before willlrealize that what I am
going to say will be true; that there are very learned attorneys
in Bossier;‘Webster and Lincoln Parish that believe that the lake
itself is complétely illegally impounded. It has no right of
being there to begin with but neither that it's here, I'm glad
it's here. The attorney may want to look into phat fact as it
comes to me from these people. Now, there is some point about the
State of Louisiana owning any part of the lake. The only part
of the lake that the state may possibly owh would be a tract orl
two that had never been adjudicated out of the State of'Louisiana
ﬁy deeds or by conveyance of any sort that they have gotten from

the. Federal government by the Flood and Control Acts. ' That would
possibly be the only tract that the State of Léuisiana would have
any jurisdiction over. Thé‘pnly other thing is the sand and
gravel and I believe that everyone that knows anything concerning
the mineral'rights’in the State of Louisiana, the sand and gravel
is not considered to be a m;neral as such. it is a surface
complement and it is treated as a surface complement. I would
like to go on record here as saying that I again favor the drawdown

of the lake and its continuation. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Anyone else would like to

speak? Another one behind the lights back here, yes.
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MR. ARCHIE ébLLINS: I'm Archie éollins.
and i‘ﬁAon Lakngistineau on the green part. 1I'd like to ésk
Mr. Holland one question. Mr. Holland, what business'were you in
before you retired, or are you retired?

MR. HOLLAND: I'm retired.

MR. COLLINS: What business were you in, sir

MR. fﬁOLLAND: Answér not audible.

MR, COLLINS; Well, we've been fighting
each other for a pretty good while on this lake and I just
‘wonder if the gravel people do business with the people back in
Minéen.

THE CHAIRMAN: I think we are going to have

- to draw the line here. Restrict your comments. I'll have to tell

?

| you all this. I"m a little bit against Archie right now in his . -k

comments but we didléo out last night and haa a wonderful meai
at his esﬁablishment. It was aﬁsolutely out of this world, but
it does not reflect on th%g Commission one iota so Archie, I'll
have to ask you to restgict those comments.

MR. COLLINS; Well, what we are really
" interested in, I think we are all interested in Lake Bistineau.
We have tried it for six years lowering it. We have tried it one
year up. Now we are asking for a 45 day delay so I think we
should give a little, take a little. If we give them six and

they give us one, I think we ought to compromise on 45 days.
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MR. MELVILLE MI.LLER:: I'm Melvi.lle.
Miller.. i live right down the street, 2601 0ld Minden Road,
Bossier City;‘ I'm not. q uite .as old as Mr. Holland but I have
been on the lake almost that long. We've been there since
. it was formed practically in 1936 not too faf from this old
fellow here. We knew when the fishing was good, back there
when you didn;t have any money. You'didn't even have an outboard
motor. 'We used to paddle out there. - Of course, it wasn't too
far to paddle to the channel then. We love Bistineau. We have
fished in it, skied in it, swimmed in it. It is the most
beautiful lake I think in the whole world. We fished -and
boated and skied all over the country and I don't believe you'll
come to one as pretty as that but the fish is gone out of
Bistineau.>

- FROM THE FLOQR:' It's-gone.

MR. MILLER: Yes it is. We fished there
for the last two years or three yzars. We do 75% of our
fishin§ on Toledo. 1In fact, we bought a new boat, a bigger
boat. It cost $4,000 just so we could fish on Toledo. We've
got a big investment on Bistineau. We've a retirement home,
brick, air-conditioned., We've got $30,000 out there, so we
love it. We want to be there and I want to do anything in the

~world to help Bistineau. If lowering the lake will help it,

I'm for it. But, it doesn't look like it has helped it much
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bht I do wish we would stop and.put some fish in it. As Gray
McGraw éaid Red River uséd to stock the lake a long time ago.
Now the Red ﬁiver’hardly ever gets into it because it has
been réised so much, but if the Wild Life could s#ock.it and".
give us a little fish there, I'm willihg to put up with the
iowering of the lake or anything that will help it.

THE. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 1Is thefe
anyone else?  Yes sir.

MR. ROBERT ADLEY: I'm Robert Adley.
My family has a camp on Lake Bistineau. My company has a camp
on Lake Bistineau. I represent the Bossier Jaycees as
" Executive Vice President to investigate the situation. I made
a-few notes when I was listening to everything that happened
here. I'd like to ask Mr. Holland a question first of all;
Mrx. Holland? - )

| THE CHAIRMAN; Let's not have questions

and answers at this time. Let's just go ahead with your
statement and we can come back to this,

MR. ROBERT ADLEY: All right fine. If the
statement is true that no one knows where the moss comes
from oxr why it comes and éoes, what is the need for biologists.
What is the need for your Commission. Second of all, we
appreciate the expense that everyone, such as Mr. Holland, that

has worked on this lake for some time but the problem is not

what happened 30 years ago, the problem is what we've got now.




he‘are not concerned with what héppenedlin 1934. We've qot

a probiem that's here today. And if it'is proving that
chemi-als Qill kill the moss but it is too costly for anyone
to flip the bill so to.Speak, such as; the Commission but

the Commission can consider another boat launching dock on

the lake that.wduld cost federal monies when I know there

are many, mény peoﬁle in this place that have docks that are'
available at this time. I can't see any need whatsoever

for another boat dock when we could use that.money to kill the
moss and take carei§f the lake. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Anyone else?

MR. BEN LEAVY: I'm Ben leavy from
Shreveport and in regard to stocking of the lake, the biologists
tell me that a single bass can lay 50,000 eggs. Just
think %hat a married one can do. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have anyone else?
All right. Suppose at this time we have a letter that needs
to be read into the minutes of this meeting. 1I"1ll ask
Mr. Angelle if he will read it.

MR. ANGELLE: I wés handed this letter
this morning. It's written by State Representative Harmon
Drew and he apologizes for not being here today because of
his duty as a Constitutional Convention delegate. His duty
carried him to Baton Rouge. This letter addressed to me says,

"Pursuant to our telephone conversation

.. last week, I wish to state my position before the Commission
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relgtive to the proposed drawdowﬁ‘oﬁ Lake Bistineau; The
Webster Pafish sportsmen have in the past and do now again
reiterate thei; confidence in the Department deWild Life
and Fishéries to use their expertise and knowledge in deter-
mining procedures to be followed to improve Lake Bistineau.
We could understand the purpose of not drawing down the Lake
last yéar but due to the increase in vegetation, we soo no
alternative but to return to the annual drawdown. This pro-
cedure has helped the lake and will continue to do so. It
will further facilitate stump removal and other improvements
to the lake. Apparently, the opponents to the immediate draw-
- down have not taken into consideration the fact that the
biological information reqguires that the drawdowﬁ begin
immediately to produce the désired effect and a 45-day delay
would renéer such action useless. The Commission'é decision
to immediately start the drawdown is a correct decision based
on the above mentioned biological expertise and I sincerely
urge the Commission to stand by its decision so we may make
Lake Bistineau the type sport facility it should be. With best
personal regards, I remain, Very truly yours, the Honorable |
R. Harmon Drew."

THE CHAIRMAN:. Thank you. We'll take

. just a moment now to change the tape. All of this is being



reéor&ed and we are just about out; so we'll change.it now.
Are y§u ébout ready? O. K., 1If therelare no othef persons
that would like to speak at this particular time, I'm éoing
to ask Qr. Kenneth Smith; Chief of the Fish Division, to come
up to the microphone or wﬁichever approach you wish to choose
to take. Kenneth, I believe you have some slides. Which
would you liké to have first. All right. Will you come to
the mike please. Burton, we are going to have to move a little
bit here. Are you going to use this now, Kenneth?

MR. KENNETH SMITﬁ: Right shortly.
We'can go through the slides, Mr. Chairman, and"thén we can go
into questions that were asked during the discussion here
earlier if you would like to do it like that. 1I'll go ahead
with the slides. o )

) THE CHAIRMAN: O. K.

MR. SMITH: My name is Kenneth
Smith. I'm Chief of the Fish Division. I was Assistant Chief
of the Fish and Game Division for 9 years when it was one
division., Prior to that I was statewide Project Leader for 4
years. Prior to that I was District Supérvisor for 4 years.
Prior to that I was, well, I was a working type biologist and
did a little bit of everything but I've been with the Com-

mission since January, 1949, As I said, I did work with the

Fish and Game Division for 9 years and we worked with and

supervised and developed fishery programs as well as game
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programs and that basically is my backgroﬁnd.-

| | I have some slides here, as I
mentionéd,'for the benefit of the.peoplé here; As Mr.‘Dupuy
has stated, I did recommend to the Commission on August 16
that Lake Bistineau be drawn down and I would like to go
over these reasons again for the benefit of the people here.
I have brougﬁf some slides so we can show a little bit better
what we ére talking about here because I think there are
some points that haven't been brought out that we should sort
of get out in the open. Beat around a little bit here,lso if
we can, let's go ahead and have ‘the slide projector on, Louie.

Now, we know.that no method known

to anyone thése days will get rid of all of the vegetation in
all of these lakes. They have undergone a succession of
vegetation that is just as sure to come as daylight £ollows
dark. We don't want to get rid of all the vegetation because
this actually helps your fisheries in'some of the lakes but
when it gets so excessive and so dense that you can't fish
and you can't motor, you can't even move then there has to
be something done. ' Drawdowns are the énly practical means we
can at least control in part some of the problems that occur
with vegetation in these lakes and these vegetation problems

are beginning to be paramount.
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of courée, we are interested in
fishing and we try to tie our fisheries consideration in
with vegetation control but if you can't fish and can't
get a hook in the wtaer, then it doesn't ﬁake any difference
how many fish you have. Now, this is an extreme situation
of aquatic week infestation. You've éot a little bit of
" everything there. You've got duck week and you've got »
alligator weed and you've got several different types of
plants underneath the water and it is just a dense mass of
vegetation which is‘cﬁmpletely useless to anyone.

So, this is the situation that has
prompted these recommendations for dfaﬁdowns as wé have
prepared them. All lakes are not alike, they are basically
alike, but somehow they each have peculiar problems. Some
you can't even draw down, you only aggravate the problem
with drawdowns. We -feel that with drawdowns, if you can at
least partially control this. This situation here is better
than the condition you saw in the earlier side. Thié‘is what
we call light to medium infestation. We would prefer to not
have it but we are just trying to live with these lakes out
here. Now, in order to, well, I thought I would give an idea
that there are different types of vegetatioﬁ and these

different species of vegetation react differently to

different water conditions. This is egarian. Now, that's
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the only.name I know except moss. We;ve got to distinguish.
vbecause in ?rying to identify spécies and what might happen
under certain conditions, we learn a little more about this
stuff all the time. This ié your primary problem plant out
there now, particularly in shallow water areas. It occurred
over all of your infested areas.

Prior to the drawdown conditions we had
a number of species of plants, coontail and a little bit of
everything, but this has:been the real problem plant in Lake
Bistineau. We have to manage sort of primarily for it. I'll
give you a little better look at this plant up close. This is
the plant and tﬁe’flower. This is the problem plant in the
shallow water areas in the 0 to 4 ft. level in Lake Bistineau
now. It reacts réadily to drawdown conditions and this is why
this vegetation came back. We did not draw it down last year
for reasons I will get into later. This is the one that has come
in and given us the problem in shallow water areas. .To give you
a better look this stuff hegins to flowér in about March; April
May back in thére. And if you are motoring through some of these
stands you'll see these little white flowers out here. This is
the plant that you are looking at here.

Now, this is milfoil thét has-occurred

in some of the areas. It tolerates drawdowns. It has come in
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areas with the drawdowns and this is a plant that has decreased
over this'past year and its reaction to the high waters as has been
mentioned earlier, this is true that the extra waters in Lake

Bistineau, estuarimre s, etc., has caused stresses on this

particular plant and it can't stand deep water very long. It

can grow back and forth with drawdowns but.this is one of the
reasons that this plant is not in areas it was earlier. This .
plant has dropped down. We have gone down with scuba gear and
found that these seedlings occur in most of the areas where

you have a decrease in fhis milfold vegetation. This fine leaf
stuff we saw before here.

Now, this is combamba or fan wart if

~that ‘mdkes 1t easier to remember. It is more tolerant to

deeper water and this plant will replace the milfold if the

water is maintained at a constant level. To give you a little

reach' down there and grab big bunches of it. 1It's a real

problem~plant. Probably, our number two plant in Lake Bistineau

that we really have to fight and try to remedy with the drawdowns.
In.order to get some guantitative idea

of what is happening with vegetation; we realize we can't go out

there, we'll ride out -there and the weather looks ﬁinda bad

today, and the next year it's kinda bad this year, a little bit

worse, etc. We've got to have some kind of quantative measure
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on this wegetation. In order to do this, aquatic people have
developed these’fransects. They start at the back and as the
Qater increases by difference of one foot interval they take
their samples and I'll show you their sampling geér in just a
minute. They drip dry this material. 1It's chopped down through
this square water column for one minute and weighed and they will
move out until the water gets another foot deeper and take another
sample. By this technique which ié used by the people at North-
western they have helped‘us develop this. Dr. Dennis Sanders up
there has worked with us on this. Then, we are beginning to get a
method of comparing quantatively the amount of vegetation or the
changing in the amounts of vegetation from one year to the other
.80 these.are transects. They don‘t go over across the lake. We
go out until the vegetation stops and that's the end of it., We can't
put these things every guarter of‘a .mile:sbecause logistics get impossible
after a thle and you are getting more change seasonally than you
are getting in area or site changes.

So, this is the approach we are’
using now and.while I ha&e ﬁhe map, I will comment. Of course, we
have beentalking about the shallow water that host of you know the
upper end to the left is the shallow area where we ha§e.had so much
problem. The middle and lower end of the lake has not been a problem.
It has not had the situation that has been nearly as bad as we have

had in the upper end. Now we have estimated, I was talking to some
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of the boys this morniqg, that prior to the drawdown there was )
.probably uﬁ to‘aboutFG% to 7 thoﬁsand écres_pf this lake that

was severly infesﬁéd. Since the drawdown has begun we believe

~we have halved the amount of severely infested léke.

-Now, we need this technique to
determine the difference from one year to the other and we will
probably continue tﬁis unless we can come up with something better
to give us some sort of comparison but I just thought I would let
you see what we are trying here,

| Now, this is the apparatus. 1It's a
cumbersome, sort of unwieldly thing but it works. What this is all
about the rig you see hanging off the boom at.right is a square knife,
It's 2 feet square and sharpened on all four edges on the bottom.

It has a bag on top which catcheg the vegetation and the fellow up
there at the Qinch just cuts it loose as he pulls the plug and down
she goes.and falls freely in the water. It cuts a square column

of vegetation as it goes down. The bag on top prevents the vegetation
from escaping up through the top of the cutter. Now, that thing

goes straight to the bottom.

This is another’ shot of it just before
he cuts it loose. You see the little slot on your side. This is
where the cutter goes in and this is a fellow who is sliding this in.

As the cutter gets to the bottom, then he takes his scuba gear if it's

deep water. If it's shallow water, he just reaches down and pushes it

in. This slices the vegetation off the bottom., The perforated

~.



material’in the center allows the métefial fo drip after he raises
iﬁ to the top of the water and then he can swing it over in the h
_boat. This is just another shot of the bag that keeps it from
escaping. Then the bag is simply removed and the vegetation, just
reach it and scoop it out and weigh it. Now, this is scuba gear we
use to go down. As the bag is dropped it falls freely. He just
ats it loose from everything, he can't let it just turn the crank
up, the pulley loose up there because it doesn;t fall properly.
He takes a rope~down there and hooks it to it back up again., We were
concerned about this shallow water situation and this. is the chart
we had run off here to the change in vegetation in the shallow water.
That is a different transect. It really doesn't mean a whole lot
'“but“there*had‘been~aﬁ‘increasewinhweight‘of this material. We are
working on species from this now but the total weight when you go
out there fishing, 'you get something on your hook. It doesn't make
ény difference what it is, it's still a pain in the neck. This
is the change that we had noted with this particuigr technique and
want to use methods that are factual, that they are true, because
if we don't heip to.get to the factual bottom of this thing, then
\we are not actually helping solve the problems but this.is what we
had turned up. - "oTvoLlnE T
We did actually find in these shallow

waters areas that there a 60 percent increase in vegetation. Seventy-

three over 72. Now I don't have my charts on the deep water. There

"
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was a décrease in some of these deep'ﬁater areas, As we knoQ
there is é decfease in thié milford probably caused by the stresses
placed on this maférial with the added water we had for probébly
over a month. There was 3 to 4 feet over normal spillway level

in the lake this spring here.
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Now,.the dark éreen Qeéeéatiéﬁ a£ the
bottom of the slide.are water hyacinths. When we pull the water
out, the hyacinths are on dry ground, the root systems are not
adequate to root itself, say, like alligator weed. The water
hyacinth dies and of course, if you get a little freeze on it, tﬁat
helps to kill it too. Lot of time this stuff gets back in thé
shallow areas where your hyacinth workers cannot take their boats
baék in there and this kind of constant sourée'of infestation always

coming out and will get established and create new problems every

time she breaks loose so it does give us a measure of control with

water hyacinths. I think we've got the water hyacinths fairly well
under control on Lake Bistineau. They got to be pretty much of a
problem last year. |

This is an area that during drawdown
and the lake is coming on down you don't want-'to stop at this point
because you have not done much good if you just come up there and
stop at this point. This is just a picture that weé thought we would
show you with the lake coming down. Ideally, you would want to draw

the bottom where this material, this is the layer that he is peeling
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back andfwe found that drying definitély does help retard the growth
of this-materiél. ‘It also helps if you can get it dry and when you get
the cold:weather, the cold weather is more effective with é drier
condition Because the cold simp;y penetraﬁes deeper in the soil
if it is dry. 1f it is wet you just get a thin film on top aqd
that's it. You don't get any deep benefit from it unless you do

dry it. So, this is what we had hoped to accomplish with a draw-

‘down during the dry parts of the year.

Here is just a -- this is not.
Bistineau but it illustrates what we would like to accomplish with
a drawdown. It exposes the bottom to drying conditions. It lets
or causes a small forage fish, or shad, brim, etc., to hawve to go
ou£ into deeper water where your predators can.reducé the numbers

because we found in fish populati ons where the great majority of

-

fish, weight-wise, in Bistineau were shad. They were large gizzard

shad that couldn't be utilized by ahything and we have effectively
reduced the number of shad in the lake but this‘does allow the
predators to work your forage species over a lot bétter. Additionally,
you have a lot of vegetative material on the bottom which contains
nutritive material that is not available unless you dry it. It
becomes soluable when you expose it to the air and this is sort

of extra fertile effect in the water when you raise‘ig. This
accumulates over a number of years and normally you don't get

enough build-up in one year to cause any great difference.



This is another point I am going to.
in just a.minuté but in order to find out what is happening with
our fish population, we like to keep up with these things to get
some idea of the aquatic vegetation. This is simply a block net
these boys are putting out here. They will take a location over
the lake. Put out this acre—size.net and it goes all the way to
the bottom. This is the other crew working in a lake and they
' will pump rotenone. This is the material that will kill the fish
in the lake. We have to kill them so we can see them and céunt
them, because you just can't look in water and know whét's there
so the first déy a lot of these fish come up to the top Ofﬁﬁﬁe
water and we recover them then. Incidentally, these fish are still
gooa to eat. This is é material that is used widely in stock ponds
and what have you. There is no damage and no danger from the stock
drinking the w;ﬁe:,or anything else.

| So, tﬂen the second day a number of
fish have sunk and then they float on top of ﬁhe wa;g; and we also
weigh and measure and count those. So this i; £ﬁe.;;thod we use in
getting our fish population data. These are simply dead fish that
have come up to the top of the water. It is always fun the first
day. Everybody is hooping and having a good time catching the good
live fish out there. Next day when they come up all swelled up and

bloated and stinking then it gets to be a little bit work. That's

what it turns out to be. We bring those fish in.
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We soff £hem as to species'and-

tabulate thié information on our field data form. This is for the
sorting board and éhat‘s a measuring board‘you see dn lower right

of your screen there. This gives ué an idea of the species, the

size we class them by, finéerlings, intermediates and available
,species.. This is information we had run off here--total pounds

of non-game fish pef acre. That is your'shad, gar, drum and all

other species besides game fish. You will noticg in 1966 this was
prior to the drawdown, you had 213 lbs. of fish - 205 1lbs. of that was
shad.

Now, as we have reduced the number
of non-game fishlthen we have made.a favorable balance of total
catchable siﬁe of game fish, Now what happened here in 1966 our
rotenone samples indicated a poqndage of around 54 1lbs. of game
fish per acre.' Now, you get the stimulated effect and it jumped
up to 125 1bs. in 1967. It hung in for a year and then for all
purposes it leveled off to approximately the saﬁe level prior to
drawdown. This has not damaged the fish population but it did not
remain high because they had used this nutritive substance in the
water which was caused by the initial stimulation céused from
drawdown. Of course, this material does not remain available ali
the time. You use it up and the fish will back off. This is the
reason we have recommended to the Commiésion last year that the

lake not be drawn down, What we had hoped to do, if we could live



with the vegetation was to try to close it down even a.couple or .
three years, if thg vegetatién didn't get too bad. Thenlwe could
lower it again and get the high population jump. This is simply

a means to manage water bodies to produce better fishing.

Well, the water was stabilized this
year but the recurrence of tﬁe vegetation in the shallow water
areas has been such a problem that from a fish management standpoint,
we had better forego that and see what we can do just by getting
boats around the lake out here. Now, this is, I believe, winds up
my slide presentation. I just had a few, I thought I would show
you this and try to bring offiéially these iAeas to you that we have
discussed among ourselves for some time and wh? Qe would recommend
it to the Commission.

Mr. Chairman, if you would like, I
can go down over these points that these people have asked as we
have gone through the discussions here. 0. K.

The question on chemical treatment
has been partially answered, I think, in that it's obvious that
chemiqals'at the cost of about $50 an acre. This is about what it
costs on Bistineau. It would get prohibitive after a while and
I guarantee that if we scraped up all the money we had and treated
Bistineau, we would be treating every other lake in the State of

Louisiana and we would be wiped out hefore we got to the third or

fourth one somewhere. So there is just no practical way that you

can mass treat these water bodies with chemicals.
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Now, the lady, I believe‘it was Mrs.
‘Madden asked if there waslsome material that she might be abie
to spray at least around her boat dock or somewhere and I couldn't
say "yes, there is a material that yOu do anything you want to"
because different plants react differently to different chemicals
but what T will suggest is that we can find out where you live
and- check the partiéular type vegetation at your locations and-I'm
sure we can recommend a type chemical which you could buy. Of
course, whenever you pay $30 a gallon for this stuff, then it is
high but maybe you could get most of a season's benefit out of it.
So, we know some of this vegetétion is going to occur so we think it
is a practical thing. Some people want to buy'it and we will be
‘glad to tell you what will work on what particular type of vegetation
you have.

Now, touching on the grass carp just
a minute. We fhink the grass carp does have potential in’the~State
of Louisiana and we certainly hope that thing works out but we are
a little bit cautious because these things are pretty easy to let
loose but you can't go out and pick them all up once they have
turned sour onlyqu. At this time, Arkansas is the only state that
has seen fit to release these fish, They released them, of course,
in the reservoirs and they have not had the proBlems. We have
found our river systems have adequate conditions for spawning of

these fish. There is no reason why they can't successfully spawn
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if they occur in these rivers or if enough of tﬁem are‘released'_
.in the rivers éo create the proper spawning conditons so what
we are saying is "let's lobk at the fish and let's personally
work with hybrid fish if we can and then we can have our hybrid
or éterile fish and the people at Stuttgart, Arkansas, are just
about to break through on this thing.

Went on up there to talk with them
last year and at the.tiﬁe all they had was hybrid which was
grass carp-Israther carp combination but these are brand new fish
and we have to start with him. We have some now up at Northwestern,
some at L.S5.U., some at Nicholls University, where the people are
trying to work to see what type of benefits and advantages they
‘may have. So, we think the use is good but there are problems
that have not been worked out with this fish yet. We don't know
.what happens, ;ay now you can put certain numbers of fish in there
and as long as these same numbers stay, well, that's O0.K. If
you do get reproduction and if you do begip to get competition from
other native species, then you are in trouble and there is nothing
| you can do about it. You have just had it. ULet's live with them

and do what we can with the vegetation for a few years until we
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can find out what this thing does. I hope he works. I think he has

a pretty good chance but let us look at him and not let him get us

all in trouble. This is what we are saying with the grass carp here

now. So, we certainly haven't disregarded him and we do appreciate
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the pos%ibilifies‘this thing may havé;l

On the cypress trees, I don't know
what is causing thé trees to die. If it is a problem, it hasn't
been brought to my attention. We can certainly check and see with
some of the people who are more knowledgeable in the forestry
business tﬁan we are as to what might be causing this. There was
a quéstion brought'up about what happens to the brim that are
carrying eggs right now. Brim spawn the‘year-round and their
spawn is 3 inches long. Actually, the trouble has not been to
get adeq uwate brim spawn. The trouble has been sometimes that there
are just too many brim out here. 8So, the fact that there are
brim carrying eggs now is really no cause for concefn because their
major spawning period is during the spring but they will spawn about
just any time of the year. I wouldn't be too concerned because these
things are vefy prolific. One ﬁrim will lay five ﬁo ten thousand
veggs, so you can f£ill up the old brim 5ucket pretty quick out there
with just a few fish.

I have written this note down aﬁout
what caused the vegetation to die in some of these deeper areas.
I think we have covered that. Probably it was the stréss placed
on material as the high water came in here.

When we spray in . the lake, we spray
Qater hyacinths and we use 4 lbs. of 24-D per acre. If there has

been an effect, it may have been that some of this material begins

to react with the particular season now and some of it may be
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beginniﬁg to decrease as it would nofﬁally do but I doubt if we
have much effect on it with the 24-D chemical that we sprayed out
here., If it were'éhat easy we would go out here and knock it out
tomorrow. Now we have taken the gehﬁlemen who had a comment that
bass were not all over the lake. We take our samples in repfesent—
ative areas and Qé had I think 45 lbs. of game fish per acre

in 1973. It went aiong from around 50 or 55 lbs. and it averaged
out somewhere around 50 1bs. of game fish per acre. Now this is

a good poundage for impoundments. If we can kgep it between 25 and
50, this seems to be fairly good. You are not going to maintain
anything higher than £hat in reservoir impoundment in Louisiana.
You get much higher in backwater areas but you jusﬁ.can't make it
in reservoirs.

Now, as far as sﬁocking the lake. I
don't know if'fish‘were placed in the lake at some earlier date.
.They may very well have been but you see all we could give you would
be fingerlings-~little tiny fish and as long as you get anywhere
near adequate reproduction with your native species out here then
you wouldn't be able to notice what we put in there with almost
our total production from our hatcheries with-'the size lake wé
have here and we could not bring you large catchable size fish.

We would be hauling hundreds of pounds of water for just a few fish.
Natural reproduction will take care of all of the fish that you
could possible add to the population in the lake out here. If a

lake ever does get in trouble, say, if a drawdown, if it's drawn

.
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down éo'do'some work and there is a big die-off then, of course,
we’could do ali we can to begin to put fish back in here but,

at this time I doﬁ:t think we could help you with our broducti§n
of fish in our hatcheries.

Someone suggested that we use boat
dock money to con£rol aquatic vegetation. Well, you couldn't
control a lot and, ﬁoo, I can say, once you begin when yoﬁ run out
.of money, $10,000'or $20,000, you wouldn't get around to everybody, -
and, of course, wherever you stop the next guy down the road will
take your head off because you didn't get to him. There is not
enough money, you couldn't effectively control aquatic vegetation
with this amount-of money. It gets much higher than that.

That, I believe, Mr. Chairman was
most of the questions I had. There may be some questions from the
floor on some ;f this discussion but that concludes my remarks.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you Kenneth.
That was most learned and interesting comments. I think we all
gained something from it. A yound lady here has a question.

FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)

MR. SMITH: Lady, I'm not enjoying
this myself. VYes wmam. Our intention is to try to monitor and try
- to keep ourselves as well up-to-date with conditions in the lake

as we possibly can and we realize and, of course, this Commission,

5
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well, tﬁey know their spot‘on this tﬁing here. It does make it
difficult ﬁo tfy to referee these disagreements but we realize

the incohvenience éor the people with camps out. here and we feel that
every time we come up with one of tﬂesé recommendations, we haven't
forgotten this. There is a terrific problem out here with your
aquatics and I wish we gduld find a better —-we are going to be
looking for a bettef solution. I'm not sure at this time what we'll
do. We will look. -It's possible that a drawdown would be the

oﬁly thing that could effectively reduce the vegetation. We want to
look and I couldn't say now what we will do next year. We will be
bringing the matter up; we will discués it with the Commission

and everyone'thatAwould like to comment, we Qill be happy to have
them here.

M3. SMITH: Well, you see,lakes
change. Ther; is nothing constant about a lake ét'all times, That's
why we are trying to geﬁ all this gbofy looking equipment we have
out here to try to find out what is taking place out here. We
spend many man-days out here each year with our roteone sampling
and with the vegetative sampling. We are actually trying to get
factual information so we won't have to guess. If we can't provide
you that service, like the man said, you don't need any.

FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)

MR. SMITH: We will sincerely examine

every possibility that is open to us and hope that we can recommend
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to the Commission what will be compaiible with everyone here.

i
Yes mam.

THE CHAIRMAN: May I comment a
little bit there. I think wﬁat Keﬁneth is tryin§ to tell you is
this is invariable. and fhere is no set procedure or no set con-
ditions on the lake and it has to vary from year to year. I
think what he is séying, what he recommends to the Board, you
have at least a month tobknow about this, but I would like .to

state this to you.

I don't know which is right and which

is wrong, but I will_state this and I know this to be an iron
'clad fact that our biologists are doing everything in their ability
to manage this lake to the betterment of the lake. Now, certainly,
they are going to make mistakes, just like you make mistakes and.
I do. -

I knéw fishermen and I'm one and
I constantly cast in the wrong place. I know that's a mistake
but he's going‘to make some mistakes but his heart is there. He's
trying, he's.an educated man, he and his group, and this is their
vocation and they are really trying to do a job for you. A lot
of pressure is on them and I know we have differences of opinion.
I personally have differences of opinions, with not Kenneth with

his biological standpoint, but from a majority standpoint. So, I

did want to point this out to you; Kenneth, I know you are doing

a wonderful job. Any other questions?
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FﬁOM THE FLOOR: Two quesfions. In:
lowering the Lake B}stineau, is it possible that lowering the lake
and leaving it down for one year or two years, just taking it out

of commisSioh would be a better approach than taking it out of
commission for 3 or 4 months. Number two, if you are going to lower
the lake and impound the fish in a small area, would it follow that
you should eliminate all fishing and hunting on that lake while it's
down. I mean your commercial netting and so forth on Lake Bistineau,
it’s going to take a disproportionate amount out of the lake while
it is down.

MR. SMITH: Well, sir, let me--I'1l
repeat your questionsin the order that you askéd them. You asked
first if we had considered lowering the lake over a twelve months
period and then maybe give it a good treatment and then not have to
go through this each vyear.

If you lower it, of course, you lose
your fish and we like to hold enough water in the lake to retain
your fish population. We don't want the fish killed because this is
a valuable resource, you know, the fish in there.

On your other qﬁestibn as to why don't
we restrict fishing during draw-down periods. Of course, it's brought
out that a lot of fish are caught and this seems to be not good
because they catch them but we come back the next year and to the

best of our ability we find that we have the same relative fish
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population éach year. We think you would lose more recreation

not fishing it;v I.mean if you didn't fish the lake during drawdown

you would lose moré‘recreation than you would gain, you see. Otherwise,
we think it is a resource there..it's a good time to catch them.

The fish reproduce in our waters very rapidly and they grow rapidly,

so we think it would really be better to go ahead and fish them

and enjoy them, také them on home and put them in the deep freezer

and come on back here next year.

Let me go back over that one more
time. My friend, Bill over there said he didn't follow that sort
of business.‘ Now, Bill, what I said as far as not fishing, you know,
during the drawdown period is that you are not éolving anything if
you don't fish., If you catch the fish; you've caught them and you go
ahead and enjoy the fish, you see, and.then the next year they
spawn and takegoff again, We found our fish populations stay pretty
much the same. We see no reason ahywhere in Louisiana to place a
closed season on fishing. You would just be losing too much. If

the fishing is good, have at.it. Yes sir,

FROM THE FLOOR: {(Inaudible)

MR, SMITH: This was in the 0 to 4 ft.
areas and, of course, we only measured 72 to 73 because we have only
been using this technique., We have only known about it for a
couple of years. We did have some slides. 1 don'£ have them here, but

we did have a decreased vegetation.in some of the deeper areas but
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we are‘;;ﬁ;erned in the drawdown zone here. That's the reason :
‘'we had presentéd this as we found it here with the low water areas.
FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)
ﬁR. SMITH: Well, it's evideﬁce that
that convinces us that stable water in Lake Bistineau, you know,
create vegetation problems .and indicates that probably if you leave
' it stable. You are returning to the original condition of the lake
where this vegetationbintrudes on out into the - it invades other
deeper areas. We found this ageria to be in pretty deep water
and combéba particularly out in 12 feet. Now once you get to
about 7% maybe 8 feet depth, it breaks off. You have some vegetation
out in the 10 to 12 feet but it's very scarce. It's really not
a problem. It's there, but not a problem. You do have it up to
the 7 feet depths. 1It's information, you know. I gquess you might
call it negati;e but is is information that if you stabalize it
then you are returning to your vegetative problemé here.
FROM THE FLOOR: From year to year--
what I'm wondering do you have --all these drawdowns all these years.
MR. SMITH: At one time we had some
photographs that were taken at various.stages'and we had the court
case here two or three years ago and all the judge has .all those.
We don't have the real information that we would like to have and
this is thé best we have come up with. This is a végetative sample,

We just don't have it but there were visual observations and that's

what I call it right here now, that there was an improvement in
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these sg;llow water areas; We don't really tﬁink that's good
enough. That‘; why we are trYihg to get back to a more positive
apéroach on this thing so we can give you one or two or three
figures so that's the way we have said it. Yes sir;

'One point we haven't mentioned is
that we did check the acreage on this. As I mentioned earlier,
there was an inféstation over 7,000 acres. Now this may be a
point you may want to argue but this is the best we.could determine.
We think we have reduced this by half. I think we have cut that
~down to about 3,000 acres now. Yes, sir. Well, I know, but
this is the best we could tell on it.

Mr. Chairfman, I'm going to let you
pick the speaker there.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. ‘

FROM THE FLOOR: {Inaudible)

MR. SMITH: We've had drawdowns on a
number of lakes. One we have had 'in on ~ Bundicks. Was about the
only think we could use on Bundicks. We have had it on Anacoco
Lake. We have ha& it on Iatt Lake. Never did have a real good
one on Iatt Lake. It was always sort of a half dose situation and
it really never did anything but just get aggravated over there,

I believe. We have about 185 or 20 lakes that this drawdown has
been utilized. Sometimes you can't draw these things down certain

times of the year because you have intrusions of buttonwillow and
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that sort of thing. We are finding that as lock at this, the oﬂly
way we can learn sometimes and all these lakes don!t react the
same, We will recommend or initiate the best method we possibly
know and then if.that doesn't work, then we will come up with
another best thing we can come up with. There is no just black and
white exact precise line in this business. I wish there were, but
there simply just isn't. Yes sir.

FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)

MR. SMITH: Mr. McDonald, I believe,
whenever he was Chairman‘of the Commission, I believe drew it down
for about three years, Isn't that right Mr. McDonald? The Commission
drew it down for two years, three years. It was a six year drawdown,

THE CHAIRMAN: One thing you want to
bear in mind in most of these lakes that we have these drawdowns
on are governed by Commission and this is the only lake, Bistineau
is the only lzke that has been put in the sole authority of the
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission and only a couple or three years
ago. The rest of them are governed by Commission. For instance,
when he mentioned Iatt Lake. They wouldn't let them draw it down
to the specific level that they wished and the& got a half-way
measure and consequently they got no good and no bad either. They
just @id a half-way job.

MR. SMITH; Well, the drawdowns were
initiated by Mr. McDonald and then they appeared to be effective

in controlling vegetation, so whenever the Commission, of course,
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was givén the responsibility to manage the 1ake; we continued )
~the same thing'thét we had recommended to his group to gé ahead
and draw it down..

FROM THE FLOOR: (inaudible)

MR, SMITH: Well, sir, I don't know
that you wéuld call it experiments. The question was since we've
drawn this thing dawn.Let me see. What was your question again.

0. K. 45 days. What effect would 45 days have on thé effects of

the drawdown. What we would run into here with the delay that

you can only take about, well, it takes you about at best 21 days

to draw it down. You can only get 4 inches a day out of it and

what you run into is the probability that you‘ll have some wet
~weather. You see if you delay it 45 days, say, well about the 1lst
of September and then you go in the middle of October. If you draw
it down, you éee, you get closer to the middle of November before

the lake gets down and then you are getting in your rainy season

and the chances are the odds are against any sort of a dry condition.

In fact, the lake may not even empty,
you see, because you have this big Dorcheat watershed. Probably
wouldn't let it empty. During October, your rainfall is about 2 inches
or better and your evaporation is about twice that, Then as you get
into your cooler weather months, then your rainfall exceeds the

evaporation so you begin‘to fill up your system in there. So this

is a problem you are running into and here again you can't say



exactly éecause you.don't know what tﬁé weather is goinglto be.'v_
| FROM THE FLOOR: That's the reason
I say you cén't teii what the weather is going to be next January
whether we are going to get water baék in the lake in February--- .
rainfall ail of the year, what we are going to expect for rains.
We may not get these rains.
| MR. SMITH: We checked the fainfall

records and we have some here. We are just trying to play the
oddls on this, ydu see, and it indicates that on an average year
this will hapﬁen. This is about all you can do because you don't
know.

FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)

MR.‘SMITH: The first year we drew
it down we got a pretty spectacular production of bass fingerlings.
I recall that from the data., Drawdowns do p:ovide ideal spawning
sites. I won't say its absolutely necessary for fish to spawn but
it's not detrimental to fish spawning.

FROM THE FLOOR: Is ther any other
lake in the state that you draw down six straight years?

MR. SMITH: No sir.

FROM THE FLOOR: I wonder if this has
showed him that Bistineau has not been.successful and‘we would not

have to continue drawing it down. Why is this? We have less moss

right now in the part of the lake that I use. After this last
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winter wé had, we had so.much rain and all that and consistently
céol weather, not hard freezing weatﬁer. Why not give us anothegn
year with the lake hp and let's see what happens then. (Clapping.)

| MR, SMITH: Well, to partially answer
that, this is not a permanent cure. Ap annual drawdown. There |
is no permanent thing about it at all. Just leads to another drawdown,
But; as far as any other treatments or anything like that I think
that one year we will almost have to determine what you are going
to do for tle next year here, but it's not a permanent treatment
we are after here.‘

FROM THE FLOOR: But last year we
didn't draw it down and-we got less moss. Wasn't as bad in:the
spring and now“it"s ‘gone -away.

MR. SMITH: We know that some areés
that it is less than last year, AThis is where you are. As we said,
it was probably effécted by high water bﬁt there are definite areas
which have less vegetation than the year before. But sitting under
this area where the vegetation has disappeared if you will get you
something and go down to the bottom of the lake, you will find these
seedlings, these sprouts. . This is what we found down there that will
appear within probably a year if the lake is-maintained because it
tolerates the higher water levels here. This has been one of the
real problem plants in the lake is that fanwart out there. So I
suspect this will occur next year, if you don't draw it down.

FROM THE FLOOR: I can't sample like

you do, but I can observe and my observation is that after six



straighé years of drawdown the moss ié worsé than it has ever
been and this 9ear with the lake being left up and haven't had - -
the moss is in a bétter condition than I've seen since before
we first drew it down.

MR. SMITH: Well, for where you
are you are probably right there., But in areas of shallow waﬁer
we feel pfetty sure'that Qe have information that indicates that
it is Qorse in the shallow areas and --

| FROM THE FLOOR: If it is worse‘,

what good has the drawdone done?

MR, SMITH: Well you see, we didn't
.draw it down this past year. There was a partial control in the
shallow areas and you'll never get rid of all of it, even the shallow
areas here and this covers the area which completely eliminates
fishing in the shallow areas and this is where we are aiming at,
lnot the deep areas becauée tradition is that this has not been a
real problem. I know in some areas it has, buf in most of the lake
they don't have that problem -- in the shallow areas only.

FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)

MR, SMITH: Well, one thing is invasion
of woody plants like buttonwillow will come in and it will grow
over your lake and when you reflood it, then all you've got is bushes
out there. This happened on Anacoco.

In addition, you will have hyacinth see

germinate. Normally, hyacinths reproduce by rison, they just put

~
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a little Ehdot out the side and otﬁér ones grow up. If you draw
the lake down in the ;ummer, then these plants germinate and there
are millions and miilions of these seeds that are produced énnually.
You will get so many of those tﬁings you can't even see the water,
so summer drawdown is pretty dangerous. You are losing ground with
those with your vegetation.-

THE CHAIRMAN: If I might explain that
those seeds will germinate after 25 or 30 years. If they have been
there say today 23 to 30 years from now they could germinate with the
proper conditions. Hyacinths,

MR. SMITH: They have been accumulating
all this time down there so if yoﬁ want, you create the right
conditions and these things will grow and1100k out there, the world
is full of hyacinths out there. _ ' .

’ THE CHAIRMAN: Any more questions?
Oﬁe here.

FROM THE FLObR: (Inaudible)

THE CHAIRMAN: Lady over here.

MR, SMITH: If you have sufficient
muddy water. I don't know where you would get iﬁ since you have cut
the Red River off. You know back water areas that get flood waters
annually don't have an aquatic problem but turbidity does reduce the

growth of this material. Where you get the muddy water would be

something else. I think people don't like to fish in muddy water

either, you know, they like to fish in nice clear water.

.
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FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudi'ble)

MR. SMITH: Well, this has been
.1ooked at but sincé the Red River has been cut off, you just don't
get water back and‘over except under extreme conaitbns like this
year. Well, you know, the dam, when they built the dam, and the
river can't get back into the lake like it used to and, of course,
this is why most of.your imﬁoundments were built ét one time,
the rivers back into it and you had this backwater fishery that was
tremendous and, of course, people wanted to enjoy it the year
round but it doesn't maintain its high praductivity because in a
backwater area it completes draws down each year, you see, it refloods
each year and then this produces a tremendous-bond. of crayfish
which produced lots of pdunds of fish and your food chain just goes
completely up. We had something like 400A1bs. of game fish in some
of your backwa;er areas or betﬁer. They are highly productive, but
once you cut them off from your source of backwater, then production
immediately goes doﬁn and your aquatic weed problems begin to develop.
That's what happened in every lake that's been built in the State
of Louisiana.

FROM THE FLOOR: * I was going to suggest

that you find out on that gravel by my boathouse. I'm going to
build me a channel out through the channel.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentleman, in the back.

FROM THE FLOOR: Mr. Smith...what was

the problem six years ago didn't concern people then why did they
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‘call on the Wild Life and Fisheries té.come in ahd help them.

MR, SMITH: Well, of céurse, we
assume it was a prdﬁlem and it is still a problem,

FROM THE FLOOR: {(Inaudible)

MR, SMITH: Well, of course, you
would probably have to lower the water in the lake and that would
create a permanent dfawdown situation as~f€f as most of the camps
were concerned. You are getting into an engineer's area here about
how often would the Red River back up .or how high it would‘have
to be to get back in the lake and how many years would it get
back in there.

These conditions, 6f course, we think
are ideal when you've got backwater areas. We can name you quite
a few of them. The Larto Lake country back over there. Spring
Bayou backwater county. Some of this has had problems lately.

Red Ri&er backwater. Atchafalaya - this is one of biggest backwater
areas in the State of Louisiana and we think was producing about a
half a million péunds of crayfish daily last year and this the basic
item of all your fishing.

FROM THE FLOOR: - (Inaudible)

MR, SMITH: We will certainly. We
hope we can work out soﬁething like this. I know everybody here wishes

we could, too, here. Yes sir,

FROM THE FLOOR: This drawdown for the

last six years has been experimental yet it is a complete failure.



MR. SMifﬁ£ No sir, I didn't admit
it was experiméntal. I didn't édmit‘it was a failure because..

FROM THE FLOOR: Why not leave the
lake alone for at.least 2 or 3 yearé and experiment again.

MR. SMITH: Well, we can probably
tell you what will happen. I don't go out here and pull the plug.

| FROM THE FLOOR: We are not interested

in - -. We want results,

MR. SMITH: O. K. If you don't lower
it, well. |

FﬁOM THE FLOOR; Well, I can't tell
you what's happening on the other part of the lake only hy immedia te
front yard., I live there. I live on the east side of the lake on
the north end. This year, I can't get a hook through the moss.
So this is ali I can say.

MR. SMITH: I see, well, you could
fish off the pier last year. Well,Athis of coﬁrse, was during the

drawdown period and after one year it hasn't been drawn down and

particularly in shallow waters this is where we maintain. Of course,

the vegetation has increased so severely and not only in shallow
water but in some of the other areas where this particular plant,
this milform occurs, then it did decrease in some areas, like the
gentleman had at the houseboat.

We think that if you allow the water

to remain there, that's what we are saying, this is going to slow

AN
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the, reférring back to the conditions that existed before draw-.“
down and they Qefe\kind of bad.

FROM THE FLOOR: Sir, isn't it a |
fact that moniés accumulated for in these wildlife preserves in
South Louisiana for mineral rights is dedicated to wildlife and
fisheries preservation in the State of Louisiana, Each year the
legislature groups this fund with the general fund.

THE CHAIRMAN: I would really rather
not get into that. I think he's directing that question to me,
We've been having that fight since time was sir.

MR. ANGELLE:‘ Excuse me. I maybe -
can answer thiéhfor the éentleman. In 1952, the Legislature
adopted and passed a bill now law which allows Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries Commission to budget all their monies that is not
being robbed at this time which means approximately 2% million dollars
more for our purposes this year., This is a commitment made to the
sportsmen , to the hunters of the State of Lquigiana by Governor
Edwin Edwards and the Legislature backs him up. This was adopted
in 1972. This yéar is the first year that we will be able to retain
the money that has been robbed prior to that which is a total of.
about 56 million dollars in a period of about 7 or 8 years.

FROM THE FLOOR: We can kill a lot of
moss with that meney. (Laughter)

MR, ANGELLE: Well, it's not here

any more.

- FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)
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. . MR, SMITH: I don't know'if it

would be enough-muddy watér. Charlie, do you know anything about that?
| MR. CHARLES HOENKE: This thing has
been proposed before and we even went so far as to have the Department
‘of Public Works look into it and they tell us that every gravel
pit was opened at one time that it wouldn't muddy down far enough
that you would even see it. Of course, it looks bad now when it
gets in there it trickles out 12 months out of the year. If it 4id
this, well, it would be too muddy to fish but they tell us that this
big slug of water when it hit the lake proper would only muddy
about 3 inches deep and for some few short mileé, it wouldn't be
far at all.

THE CHAIRMAN: Charlie, tell them
who you are and who you are with.

- MR; HOENKE: Charles Hoenke, I'm a

Lake Management Project Leader for the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Are there
any more queétions? If not, Mr. Don Wille would like to make a
statement or have something to say. Don.

MR. DON WILLE: I would like to intro-
- duce at this time a representative of the Bistineau Lake Improvement
Association, Dr. Dowden. He ié formerly with LSU and at one time

worked, I believe, with the Louisiana Wild.Life and Fisheries Commission,

Dr. Dowden, would you care to say a few words.
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‘ DR. DOWDEﬁ: I got my degree from
‘L. S. U, in ééolbgy in watef pollution control. I worked with Mr.
Bob LaFleur. I tﬂink some of you know Mr. LaFleur. He is one
heck of a good biologist. I understand the problems of the
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission. I sat here trying to draw
some data from all these que stions and so forth. See, I'm no
longer a working biologist.
| I have another position now which I
considered a better opportunity. I worked for about 2.years
getting the Lake Bistineau research station completed. For some
reason it failed. I think that's the basis of the whole problem.
In checking here, if I were back in teaching I could take 25
‘graduate students ‘and keep them busy for 25 years on problems
that came up here. The cycle, for example, of the drawdown -
what happens there. Why no more sport fish. The effects of lights
-in all parts of thé lake. Effect on tﬂe feed from the rivers.
The distribution of moss and such things as this. There are a
few conclusions I would like to point out to you.
| Not that I am more qualified than
thg men over here because they are good biologists. They are very
competent. They are using probably thé best methods that are
available. But the methods are not good enough. More research

is needed. This research is not being conducted and frankly it's



your fault. If the research is not conducted it costs money
.and it's the fault of tﬁe beople here. I'm not saying this
because I don't have anything to do with it except I was asked
to come by some friends because of my background. Why have not
the people here been insisting on this research. More bioiogists
forvthe Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries, or from L., S. U., such
things as this,

The data here I don't think it has
been published. There is no comparison. No comparative data.
So that someone else can the -- or check it out. Sometimes bias
enters in when a biologist runs a test and this is the reason

that the data needs to be published, to be checked. There is a

-dire need for further research because -the lake is dying. In fact,

I don't think it is a management problem anymore. I think it is

a water pollution problem. I want to ask a few questions, technical
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questions, I was wondering about but will forego those at this time.

I don't know, it would seem that the drawdown has not been

| effective. I don't know that it will be effective in the future.
I was just.wondering‘if Mr. Trygg would be interested in the
dumping of waste from camps and houseboats iﬁ a drawndown lake.
That's about all I have.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you Dr.

Gentlemen, I believe we have just about covered most of the aspects.

I know we could go into much more depth. I want to assure everyone



L4

here that regardless of the outcome of this problem that
we have here.that the Wild Life and Fisheries are trying to help.
We have no other~motive than to tfy to help with Board and this
Commission. We are as someone just said, we afe between a rock
and a hard spot but that's why we took the job. We took that
job to get between the r6Ck and the hard spot. I imagine that
at this time we might as well make some conclusion. We have all
heard the evidence or would you like to recess and come back or
what would be the wishes of the Board at this time. Well, I
guess I might ésk at this time what would be the pleasure of
the Ba rd. Does anyone have'any-;?
MR. WILLE: I would like to make a
recommendation that we delay the lowering of Bistineau for 45
days and at that time try to make the improvements on the lake.-
. THE CHAIRMAN: Would .you like to
put that in a form of a motion.
MR. WILLE: Yes sir. That is in the
form of a motion,
THE CHAIRMAN: As I understand your
mofion is to delay the drawing down of the lake for 45 days.
MR. WILLE: Right.
THE CHAIRMAN: And at that time,

draw it down.

MR. WILLE: Right.



THE CHAIRMAN: From today. September
4th which is the original schedule.

MR. WILLE: Right.

THE CHAIRMAN: We know today‘ié the
Sth. Thank you, sir, but that was the day we originally was
supposed to have started the drawdown. The 45 days would be
calculated from tﬁe 4th.

MR. WILLE: And at that timé, Jimmy,
then we pursue doing the improvements that are needed on the lake.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. I have
a motion. Do I hear a second to the motion. Mr. Dupuy.

MR. MARC DUPUY: I would like to make -
a substitute moﬁionJBy way of preface, I would like to say that
what we all like to hear is a consensus opinion and certainly
we haven't héard that today.

THE CHAIRMAN:. I'm sorry I was talking.
What was that again, Marc? |

MR. DUPUY: I said I would like to
preface my remarks by saying that before making a substitute
motion that we all would like to have had a ‘consensus opinion.
We haven't had that unfortunately. Some want, of course, immediate
draw down. Some want no draw down at all. Some propose tﬁe
solution of introducing carp as controls. Some chemical controls.

Some grass cutting control. I wish there was a solution that would

be easy and dependable. I think all of us have the long time

90



-

-

91

interest, best interests of the lake in mind and I would hope

 that we could begin a drawdown but a delayed drawdown that hopefully

would allow some more enjoyment Qf the lake by those who feel
that drawdown is detrimentai and at the same time accomplish
and it all, of course, depends on weather. But I would like to
suggest a drawdown‘beginning no later than October 1st and 20
days from that time would--.this would be a 25 day delay in the
drawdown beginning. It would approximate October 21st for a
©ompletion or reaching the 7 ft. drawdown period on or about the.
10th of Octobef. It would 6n1y be halfway drawn down so that a
lot of inconvenience would not result until the last tén days or
so,,énd, of course, if rains fall in that périod of time it may
‘make it impossible ‘tor-accomplish a drawdown at all. éo, I would like
to put in a form of a substitute mbtion a drawdown beginning not
later than October 1st.
MR. CLAY LUTTRELL: I second the motion.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and
a second that the drawdown of the lake not commence until October 1st
of this yeaf. I have a second. Do you have any comments?
We have a-call foﬁ a question. All
those in favor, will you signify by saying aye. Those opposed
by the same sign. I had better have a show of hands and I think
I‘have it two to one. May I have a show of hands of all those

in favor of the motion. All right. Now those opposed.
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Alright Gentlemen. Be ié (=1e) ofdered
that the drawdown will be stalled until October lst. Is there
anything else to come before the Commission at this time?

FROM THE FLOOR: What day will
it ﬁe~Eio§ed b%ck?

THE CHAIRMAN: I don't know about
their closing them back.

FROM THE FLOOR: (Inaudible)

THE CHAIRMAN: January 15th, sir.
January 15th.

(Text of the resolution is here

made a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, considerable public
interest has been éxpressed to delay the drawdown of Lake
Bistineau until October 1, 1973.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission hereby approves
the above delay in opening the gates on Lake Bistineau until

Octobher 1, 1973.

THE CHAIRMAN: .If there is no other
business to come before the Commission, do I hear a motion that

we adjourn,

MR. WILLE: I make a motion that
we adjourn.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

N\



